
18  -  A Brief History of Scholes 
 

Scholes derives its name from the Old Norse ‘skali’ which means ‘the temporary huts and sheds’. Records 

from the 12th Century show that the monks from Kirkstall Abbey pastured their sheep at Seacroft. It is 

possible that these pastures extended into what is now Scholes, and that the ‘skali’, already in existence by 

that time, were re-used to shelter the sheep and their shepherds. For most of its existence Scholes has 

been an agricultural community and, fortunately, still has three working farms. In Mediaeval times, the   

villagers cultivated the land in three open fields which formed part of the estate of the Lord of the Manor. 

Over the centuries it became the custom to pay the Lord rent instead of providing labour and the land was 

divided into small ‘closes’ surrounded by hedges. Since the advent of large agricultural machinery the 

hedges have been removed, and from Stanks to Barwick we have a picture of what the surroundings of the 

village might have looked like in the earlier stages of its development. Manor records from the 13th, 14th and 

15th centuries show that Scholes had a mill, a fishpond and a deer park. Until recently it could have been 

said that all that remains of the mediaeval village were the moat, hardly recognisable as such it must be 

said, near the Coronation Tree and the traces of the ridge and furrow ploughing in the same field. However, 

excavations carried out in the stackyard and garden of Scholes Lodge Farm prior to its development, have 

revealed the footprint of a post-mediaeval farmhouse built on an earlier site, as well as finds dating from 

mediaeval and even earlier times. There was for example a piece of Roman pottery. All these discoveries 

are in process of being evaluated and we look forward to receiving the archaeological report which will give 

us a greater understanding of our village. Not very much of import is recorded over the next few hundred 

years! But, in the 1870’s things started to happen. The railway came and the brickworks opened. The first 

St. Philip’s Church was built in 1875 (the present St Philip’s was dedicated in November 1966 and the    

original church became the Parish Hall) and in 1879, thanks to the generosity of Mr. Edward Gray of     

Morwick Hall, the Methodist Chapel was opened. At the beginning of the 1870’s the village stretched 

roughly from what is now the beginning of Wood Lane (or Brickyard Lane as some of us older inhabitants 

used to call it) along both sides of the road as far as Scholes Lodge Farm. It was throughout the years of 

the next century that various phases of building took place which gave the village the shape it has today. 

The brickyard closed in the 1920’s and the site was bought by Leeds City Council in 1979. The landmark 

chimneys were pulled down and the site has become a leisure amenity. The railway line was axed in 1964. Mr. 

Horner’s rhubarb sheds at Home Farm were closed in the late ’60’s. Scholes Hall, a handsome red brick 

building of the 18th Century, was demolished in the 1970’s. The site was incorporated with Scholes Hall 

Farm and some fields to the north to provide the land for the sheltered housing complex. The Council     

Offices, once the home of the Parish Council, still stand but are now in private ownership. 
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The Scholes War Memorial at the junction of Station Road and Main Street  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scholes Post Office in Station Road 


