BARWICK in ELMET and SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL                      
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

held at The Methodist Schoolroom, Barwick in Elmet on Monday 11th May 2009 at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Chairman
Councillor Ben Hogan


Councillors: 
Paul Birdsall 

Norma Fletcher 




George Hall

Claire Hassell

John Hayton

David Leeming




         
John Tinker

Geoffrey Yapp


In attendance :   PC Andy Katkowski,  1 Scholes Parishioner, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), Helen Elwsworth (Councillor Elect), Dr.Alan Stanley (Chairman of Trustees of The Ancient Parish of Barwick in Elmet Trust) and the Clerk.
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Desma Thompson and Gerry McDonough and Ward Councillor Ann Castle 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

3 MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on Monday the 12th May 2008, having been previously circulated, be taken as read and signed as a true and correct record.

4 STATEMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS – for Year ended 31st March 2009
It was RESOLVED that the receipts & payments account for the year ended 31 March 2009 having been previously circulated and audited by the Internal Auditor, Janet Bennett of Yorkshire Internal Audit Services be approved. These would be forwarded to the External Auditors, Mazaars, together with the required additional supporting documentation for final approval.  

5 PRECEPT
The Precept for the year 2009-10 had been set at £38,000.  The Parish Council had resolved to keep the Precept at the same level as the previous year.
6
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Chairman presented his report and highlighted a number of items which had contributed to a successful year which included new Heritage Lighting, Christmas Lights, Children’s Playground, Street Signs, Speeding issues, Parish Paths and Memorial Trees.  He felt there was a good balance of Councillors on the Council who were working very well together. He expressed thanks to Councillor Ken Shutt who had retired after a number of years service and also to the Clerk and Councillor colleagues for their help throughout the year.  It was RESOLVED the report be approved.






3
6 REPORT ON THE ANCIENT PARISH OF BARWICK in ELMET TRUST

Dr. Alan Stanley as Chairman of the Trustees presented the report which had been previously circulated. Grants totalling £2,716.49 had been made during the year to February 2009. There being no questions the Chairman thanked Dr. Stanley for his report and for the work which the Trustees had undertaken. Christine Hudson had been most helpful in respect of administrative services to the Trust.
7 REPORT from BARWICK & SCHOLES PARISH PATHS VOLUNTEERS.

Peter Taylor co-ordinator of the Parish Paths Volunteers had prepared a most comprehensive report which had been circulated covering stiles, bridges, signposts and marker posts. A full survey of the Parish Paths was almost complete. There were still issues outstanding with Leeds City Council but he was hopeful that these would soon be resolved. The Chairman expressed thanks to Peter and his team of volunteers for the excellent work which they carry out for the Parish.
9
OPEN DISCUSSION OF PARISH AFFAIRS

Comment was made on the number of old vehicle at the garage in Leeds Road but it was explained that it was a working garage where old vehicles were used for spare parts. The proprietor had been very helpful in allowing a charity bus to be parked at the garage whilst a new parking arrangement for it was found.
A request for a basketball net had been received for the use of young persons in Scholes and the Council was making enquiries as to suitable locations.

Concern was expressed at the lack of facilities for children particularly in the holidays ie holiday clubs. The Police were keen to assist on an ad hoc basis but were not able to make firm commitments due to other calls on their time. Leeds Youth Services were stretched but further contact would be made.

A number of highway issues were raised and it was disappointing to note that a number of referrals made to Leeds City highways by the Parish were unresolved.  It was suggested that a note to Nick de la Taste and Gary Bartlett might be a way forward.
There being no further business the meeting was closed 8.10 pm
Chairman 
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