BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             7/2011
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 5 December 2011 at 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Norma Fletcher
Claire Hassell






David Leeming
Gerry McDonough






Simon Walker 
Geoff Yapp 





Neil Beaumont left early on a family emergency
In attendance :  3 Scholes residents, Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) and the Parish Clerk                                              

1
APOLOGIES : Cllrs Birdsall, Elsworth, Glyn-Mills and Thompson. 

Chairman advised that Paul Birdsall would be submitting his resignation as he was finding it difficult to cope with the mountain of paperwork which was now involved in Parish work. It was agreed that a suitable letter of appreciation would be sent.   
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST  : Cllr Yapp on item 5.4 
3   
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (6/2011) held on 7 November 2011 (193-196) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Scholes Lodge Farm Survey : Cllr Beaumont had circulated copies of his evaluation of the five quotations. It was resolved to accept the lowest from Wessex Archaeological Survey at £1,615 plus contingency of £350 for ADS subject to confirmation from Leeds City Council that it would be recoverable from s106 monies.

4.2   Registration of Parish Land:  Copies of the registration documents from the Land Registry had been received from solicitors in respect of 

a) Barwick Football/Cricket/Bowls/Village Hall at Chapel Lane
b) Jack Heaps Field/Tennis Club/Playground at Welfare Avenue/Main Street

c) Scholes Cricket/Football/Bowls/Tennis/Scouts at Belle Vue Ave/Rakehill Road

The issue of the small strip of land near to the Verity Strip was still unresolved and agreed that proposals for fencing as discussed with the School Headteacher should be drawn up prior to submission to Leeds City Council for approval.

4.3   Scholes Children’s Playground : the new lease was awaited.

4.4   Barwick Children’s Playground upgrade : planning approval was still awaited. It was agreed to approach Martin Wright (LCC) for advice in relation to the painting of the retained equipment. Quotations for the new gateway at Welfare Avenue were also awaited.

4.5   Diversion of footpath 29 : further emails had been received from Peter Taylor representing The Ramblers Assoc who were not satisfied with the events to date. It was agreed to await further contact from Peter who was very much on top of the issues including the worries relating to flooding and the crossing of the busy A64
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4.6   Parish Boundaries : Replies had been received from 4 of the 11 properties which would be affected. The Clerk would be sending a reminder to those who had not responded.

4.7   Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations : a full page summary of draft proposals for a GALA DAY of FUN on Mon 4 June had been included in the December newsletter which was being circulated to all residents. Invitations had been extended to the five Pubs in the Parish to take part in a Tug of War. It was resolved that the Parish would take part in The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee BEACON initiative at a cost of £300 plus gas & fencing. Participation would be recorded in a book to be presented to the Queen after the event. The Beacon would be lit at the top of Hall Tower Motte and permission from the trustees ws being sought. 

4.8   Neighbourhood Plan : leaflets had been circulated to all residents in relation to the meeting scheduled for 14 December. The Parish response to the Neighbourhood Planning regulations consultation and questionnaire were agreed.

4.9   Community Fund : a number of individuals had expressed an interest in serving on the new committee. Festival Director Melvin Benn would be meeting with Cllr Glyn-Mills, the Chairman and Clerk on 15 December to discuss further details.

4.10   Parish Plan & Village Design Statement : there was to be a meeting of Councillors on Wednesday 7 December to receive an update on the progress of the plan following the first meeting of the steering group on 30 Nov.
5
FINANCE


5.1   It was resolved that the cash book summary, bank reconciliation and budget monitor for November be approved showing payments of £2,925.86 and receipts of £775 a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
5.2  It was resolved that two payments for December as listed amounting to £781.40 be approved.                                          

5.3  Cllr Yapp presented the budget proposals which had been circulated and it was resolved that the precept for 2012-13 should remain unchanged at £39,000 
5.4   A grant application was received from the Horticultural Society for the purchase of a microphone facility for use at their meetings. It was resolved to make a grant of £150 towards these costs.
5.5   Cllr Hassell reported on the Maypole AGM which had been held on 3 December. A full set of accounts would be supplied in due course. Mention was made that the garlands had not been taken round Scholes as in years gone by and this might be due to the weight involved.
6
OTHER MATTERS



6.1   Power of Well Being : an invitation had been received from YLCA for a training session in the Power of Well Being along with Thorner Councillors. It was felt however that Councillors had more than enough to cope with at present and the invitation was therefore declined although Cllr Hassell offered to attend and this was approved.
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6.2    Scholes Primary School Governor : an invitation had been received from the Chairman of Governors for the Parish Council to nominate a representative to serve as a School Governor. Cllr McDonough agreed to consider the invitation and would advise once he had received further details as to the level of commitment involved.









                                                                                    
6.3   Woodland Trust Trees : the 285 trees for hedging were being planted at Scholes Lodge Farm and Chapel Lane allotments. The 135 oak/birch trees would be stored/planted at the allotments pending a decision on their final destination. 
6.4   Transport Regulation Order  : Ward Councillor Robinson presented draft proposals in relation to a transport regulation order (TRO) which covered areas in Scholes where parking was considered a hazard. A gate was also proposed for the unmade section of Rakehill Road. There were also two proposals for Barwick. There would be a consultation period after Christmas when residents would have the opportunity of commenting.
6.5   List of Chairmen :  the framed list of Chairmen of the Parish Council dating from 1894 and displayed at the Methodist Schoolroom had been updated through the kind efforts of Brian Bartle and a letter of thanks would be sent.
7
CRIME REPORT
The report for November had been received and included 10 incidents : Scholes 8 – Barwick 2
· Theft via entry through insecure rear patio doors (S)
· Attempted theft at insecure garden shed but nothing taken (S)
· Witness, suspect & others return to witnesses home to continue drinking after nearby party. Argument breaks out & suspect throws bottle through window and makes off before police arrive (S)
· Offenders approach horse in field and hack off large part of tail (S)

· Person in 4x4 drives across field causing damage – offender given fine (S)
· Vehicle broken into via removal of lock from sliding door, tools stolen (S)
· Person gains entry to insecure room where they have legitimate acces to enter and remove property (S) 
· Offender enters driveway and removes folding bike which was stored behind wheelie bins (S)
· Offenders siphon diesel from locked vehicle parked in secure locked yard (B)

· Offenders enter allotments and gain entry to large number of sheds by snapping off padlocks and take numerous snap on tool heads.
Reference was made again for residents to be vigilant and to keep windows and doors locked and keys in a safe place and out of sight. It was recommended that lights on time switches be used during the dark evenings.
8
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (1214-1241) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.
1230 – a map of the SHLAA sites would be available at the Neighbourhood

meeting to be held at Wetherby on 6 December.
1233 – it was noted that any new arrangements from the Localism Bill on

“Standards” would not be operative until April 2012. Meantime existing

arrangements would continue. PC’s would need to publish the register of interests

on its own and Leeds City websites with further advice and training to follow.
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1238 – an invitation from the Vicar for a representative to read a lesson at the

Carols by Candlelight Service on 18 December was received.
1241 – the Clerk had filed a full list of the 30 listed buildings & scheduled sites in

the Parish a copy of which would be circulated.




9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 
City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out below in relation to the following applications 
04741 –   3 Schoolgate – first floor extension over garage & porch to front
04848 –   48 Belle Vue Ave – single storey side & rear extension
04820 –   4 Meadow View – single story lower floor ext to form garden room to side
04791  -  31 Arthursdale Grange – single storey rear extension, new pitched roof,

and single storey side extension
10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

There were no referrals
11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns.
12
DATE of FUTURE MEETING
Wed 7 December : Parish Plan & Village Design Statement at Manor House
Mon 12 December : Finance & GP meeting cancelled
Wed 14 December : Neighbourhood Plan meeting at Srt.Philip’s 7.30 pm

Mon 9 January : Parish Council meeting and Open Forum at Scholes Meth 7.15 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.01 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
9 January 2012
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__________________________________________________________________

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Monday 5 December 2011

The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the Open Forum meeting in November.
There were no issues brought forward by Parishioners attending. 

Although reservations were made in relation to the number of new dwellings scheduled for Scholes over the next 10-20 years

There were of course the usual speeding, and parking problems
