BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             8/2010
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 7 February 2011 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Helen Elsworth
George Hall







Claire Hassell
David Leeming






John Tinker 

Geoff Yapp





Co-opted Neil Beaumont


In attendance :  4 Scholes residents, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson and the Parish Clerk
1
APOLOGIES : Councillors Paul Birdsall, Gerry McDonough, Desma Thompson & Norma Fletcher and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST
 Councillors Tinker & Yapp for item 9.914 – as members of Barwick in Bloom
3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (7/2010) held on 6 December 2010 (158-161) having been circulated, be approved and signed
4
CO-OPTION of NEW COUNCILLOR
It was resolved that Neil Beaumont be co-opted to the Parish Council as ward member for Barwick in Elmet to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Councillor John Hayton.
5
MATTERS ARISING
   
5.1   Tree replacement in The Avenue : The problems relating to differences between Highways and Forestry had been resolved resulting in agreement by Leeds CC that a tree would be supplied without cost to the Parish 

5.2   New lease for Scholes children’s playground : the Clerk had yet again emailed Leeds City Council in an effort to resolve the issue. If there was no response within 7 days the matter would need reference to a higher authority.
5.3   Barwick Guides : the venue difficulties had been satisfactorily resolved for the Guides to remain at Barwick Primary School with full access to kitchen facilities etc. Parental contributions had been increased. The future of the group had therefore been assured with the balance of the PC grant to be paid quarterly.
5.4   Re-designation of Rakehill Road : Leeds City PROW manager had responded to the effect that there was insufficient evidence to justify a Traffic Regulation Order for Byway 41 at the present time. It was therefore agreed to keep a record of any problems for reference in any future request.
5.5   Scholes Lodge Farm : the legal documentation from Scholes Park Developments would hopefully be resolved by solicitors within the next 14 days following which the fencing and gateway alterations could commence. The s106 monies from the Station Road Development would in due course be available for drawdown. Councillor Hall circulated some draft notes in preparation for the public consultation as to the future use and development of the site.                    

5.6   Scholes Village Clock : the automatic equipment for the Station Road Clock had been received and installed so that no manual adjustment would be necessary for BST/GMT changeover or any power failure.
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5.7   Woodland Trust free community pack of Trees : the Clerk had registered an application for a pack of 420 trees (primarily for Scholes Lodge Farm) for autumn delivery and where a response would be received by 10 Oct
5.8   Parking issues in Scholes : an email had been received from Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson advising that funding had been secured by NE Outer Area Committee for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) which would involve a public consultation. 

5.9   Teenage facilities : the issue had been highlighted during the open forum and would be discussed as an ongoing item. 

5.10  Tree Stump at Jack Heaps Field : the Clerk had arranged for the stump near to the bus shelter wall to be treated in order to eliminate further growth as it was not possible for the stump grinder to operate so close to the wall
6
FINANCE
6.1   It was resolved that the cash book & bank reconciliation statements for December/January having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.        

 6.2   It was resolved that invoices and list of payments for December/January to be made totalling £4,213.15 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. It was noted that the balance of £150 grant to Barwick Guides would be paid quarterly. Receipts for December/January were £409.77. One additional payment to John Hayton for Website renewal was approved.

6.3  The budget monitor to 31 January 2011 had been circulated.

6.4  The renewal of the Parish Website was approved at a cost of £40.88 


6.5   It was resolved that Councillor Hassell would represent the Parish on the Wetherby & District Crime Prevention Panel and a donation of £100 to the panel approved.

6.6  the payment of a sheep grazing gratuity of £100 for Hall Tower Field was approved from the English Heritage maintenance budget.

6.7 the Clerk reported that the Village Hall committee were meeting the following evening to agree an additional level of loan repayment.

7.1 SCHOLES LIBRARY : a report of the very well attended public meeting

held at the Manor House on 2 Feb to discuss the possible closure of Scholes Library was circulated. (copy attached to these minutes)
7.2 PARISH BOUNDARY REVIEW & LOCALISM BILL : Councillor Hall

drew attention to the Localism Bill and suggested the report be circulated for Councillors to read as there were significant implications. A meeting had been held with David Gluck to discuss Neighbourhood Plans involving a review of our own Parish Plan and the production of Village Design Statements for both villages which would lay down design principles and set out how each would look.  It was felt that David Gluck was best placed to undertake this work on the Parish Council’s behalf (having carried out similar work for Aberford PC where he is a Councillor). Costs were estimated to be in the region of £13,000, ten thousand of which he felt able to generate through sponsorships/grants. It was resolved to move forward with this proposal subject to satisfactory resolution of funding issues.
7.3
BUS SHELTER at MAIN STREET, BARWICK : Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson had referred this issue from a local surgery. It had in fact been considered previously. The initial problem was that the land concerned was in the ownership of a local resident and enquiries were being made as to the owners reaction to 
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such a suggestion. There were concerns in respect of anti social behaviour around such a bus shelter being occupied by local youths. A metal shelter from the bus company would not sit well within the Village Conservation Area. It was agreed to leave the matter until a response from the owner had been received.
8
CRIME REPORT

The crime report had been received earlier and highlighted 15 incidents
Barwick 7  -  electrical items & car stolen from property : damage to cars parked on road side x 3 : number plates stolen from car : farm equipment stolen : store gift voucher stolen in post :                              
Scholes 8 – electrical items & jewellery stolen from properties x 3 : garage broken into & bike stolen : small drugs farm located and dismantled by police : damage to internal wall in school by pupils : persons “going equipped” stopped in car by police and arrested due to records
Warnings were given for residents to be aware of bogus callers in the area. Reports stated that approaches had been made to council and sheltered housing estates in connection with “deep drainage” work on behalf of Leeds City. Work carried out was then charged to the resident with advice to claim costs back from Leeds City who state that this would never be the case as all work for the Council is initiated by them and paid direct to any contractor concerned.
Daytime theft of charity bags was also ongoing. Anyone seeing a suspicious vehicle or car collecting charity bags should report vehicle details and description to non emergency crime number 0845 606 0606. 

9
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (890-927) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated. 
894 – details awaited from main insurance company regarding allotment liability
896 – agreed that Elmet Partnership of Schools & Services attend next meeting

897 – agreed to ask for details of police surgeries in Barwick
912 – agreed to send letter of support to SELRAP Skipton East Lancs Rail Action Partnership for re-opening of railway line
914 -  agreed for use of Jack Heaps Field for car parking during Open Gardens on Sunday 26 June

915 – agreed for use of Jack Heaps Field for car parking during Maypole Raising Day on Monday 30 May 

926 – a late communication was received from Scholes Village Show requesting consideration for a grant – which was referred to Councillor McDonough for report to be presented at the March meeting.

927 – other late correspondence had been received from NHS Leeds with notification of two applications for a Pharmacy at Main Street, Barwick – which was being reviewed by Councillor Hassell for report to March meeting
10
PLANNING
The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 

City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following applications 
05438 – 3 Richmondfield Av – single storey front extension 

05171 – 136 Leeds Rd – part 2 storey side & rear ext, porch, garage & wall
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05661 -  17 Lyndhurst Crescent – single storey rear extension

05689 – Woodhouse Farm  – extension of time for app 07/0725

05721 – unit 7 Mortec Park – change of use for office to education facility

05678 – Langlands, York Rd – detached toilet block to garden centre

05587 – 3 Parlington Court – single storey ext & pitched roof to existing rear ext

00166 -  unit 2 Morwick Hall – change of use (B1) to nursery (D1)

11
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
There was a tree requiring attention at Morwick Grove and a number of large pot holes in Rakehill Road, Scholes and at various points on Leeds Road
12
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 
There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.
13
DATES of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 7 Mar : Planning 7, Open Forum 7.15  Parish Council 7.30 at Barwick Meth
Presentation by Elmet Partnership of Schools & Services at 6.45 pm
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.10 pm
Signed







Chairman






 

7 March 2011
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Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes.

________________________________________________________________
There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Mon 7 February 2011
The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the December meeting

The lack of older children’s facilities within both villages was again raised. There were the usual problems of “not on my doorstep”. The Primary School at Scholes were worried about broken bottles, needles, rubbish and generally bad behaviour.

Planning permission would be required for any building such as a pod.

Playground equipment was required for older children as there was plenty at the younger end. A container had been considered for Barwick but not found to be suitable in terms of siting. A look at other villages might throw up some ideas as would a chat with the Leeds Youth worker. The Scholes Sports areas were rather too far away. 

Planning applications did not appear to be set out clearly in the local press. This may be due to cost cutting and an explanation would be sought.
