BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             6/2011
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 7 November 2011 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Neil Beaumont
Paul Birdsall






Helen Elsworth
Andrew Glyn-Mills






Claire Hassell
David Leeming






Gerry McDonough
Desma Thompson





Simon Walker 
Geoff Yapp
In attendance :  12 Scholes residents, Ward Councillors Ann Castle & Matthew Robinson, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), Steve Rhodes (WYFS), Mick Smith (WYFS), David Gluck & Tony Mullin and the Parish Clerk                                              

1
APOLOGIES : Cllr Norma Fletcher
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST  : Cllr Glyn-Mills item 5.5 
3   
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (5/2011) held on 3 October 2011 (189-192) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4.1
Presentation by Steve Rhodes, Area Manager for Integrated Risk Management Plan, West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Services accompanied by Mick Smith, District Commander on the future of the Fire Service in West Yorkshire : Mr Rhodes outlined the plans for re-structuring of fire cover with the closure of Gipton & Stanks stations and construction of a new station at Killingbeck along with a reduction of 24 full time posts through planned retirements in order to achieve Government budget reductions. The proposals were currently under public consultation closing on 9 December. It was felt that as the Parish was a low risk area, the changes would have little impact on the local community.
4.2
Presentation by Tony Mullin & David Gluck on Parish Plan and Village Design Statement  : Mr. Mullin outlined the consultations which had taken place at various venues with local groups and summarized the responses from the 227 questionnaires returned by residents. Preliminary analysis indicated that there was broad agreement throughout both villages as to the issues of greatest concern. David Gluck then presented the Parish Plan format, the VDS framework and steering group meeting proposals.
5
MATTERS ARISING

5.1   Scholes Lodge Farm Survey : the grant application to Northern Green (Gas) Networks had been unsuccessful and the Clerk had approached Leeds City for recovery of survey costs from s106 monies (later confirmed as possible). It was resolved that the surveys should be undertaken and were necessary before any work or plans could be considered for the future of the site. The quotations for the earthwork & geophysical surveys from 4 (later 5) contractors were passed to Cllr Beaumont who undertook to analyse and recommend a preferred option.

5.2   Registration of Parish Land:  Copies of the registration documents from the Land Registry were still awaited from Solicitors.
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5.3   Scholes Children’s Playground : it was resolved that the revised rent and 5 year lease in the sum of £600 per annum should be accepted from Leeds City Council.

5.4   Barwick Children’s Playground upgrade : the planning application had been prepared and submitted on line. It was resolved to accept the quotation submitted by PPL once planning approval had been received. It was also resolved that the existing equipment should be repainted. Quotations for the new entrance to the field and repairs to the retaining wall on Welfare Avenue had been invited from two local contractors.

5.5   Diversion of footpath 29 : a response had been received from Leeds City Council but Peter Taylor (Parish Paths Co-ordinator) would be submitting further observations on a number of concerns which had not been addressed. 

5.6   Morwick Grove land : The Primary School had indicated they would be interested in acquiring the land. It was agreed that Mr & Mrs Snowdon should be advised and the matter as owners, left in their hands.
6
FINANCE


6.1   It was resolved that the cash book summary, bank reconciliation and budget monitor for October be approved showing payments of £6,248.04 and receipts of £558.15 a copy of which is attached to these minutes. The Clerk had made later adjustments to the Budget Monitor which would show on the November update.
6.2  It was resolved that six payments for November as listed amounting to £1,972.27 be approved.                                          

6.3  A copy of the internal audit report had been received and circulated whilst Cllr Leeming had carried out the in-house six month audit with nothing to report.
7
OTHER MATTERS



7.1   Barwick Playing Fields : the minutes of the meeting held on 10 October had been circulated and were noted.
7.2    Scholes Playing Fields : the minutes of the meeting held on 17 October had been circulated and were noted. The Chairman remarked upon the low attendances of Councillors at both meetings with a request they endeavour to attend whenever possible.









                                                                                       
7.3   Neighbourhood Plan : George Hall had prepared an excellent paper outlining the issues concerning the significant number of houses required to be built in Leeds over the next ten years and it was resolved that the Parish Council should proceed to establish a Neighbourhood Plan with assistance from Leeds City Council Localism Officer Andrew Birkbeck. It was also agreed that Cllr McDonough would also represent the Parish on the Project Board along with Cllr Yapp.
7.4   Community Fund  : Cllr Glyn-Mills outlined proposals from Festival Republic for a Fund to be established to receive an annual donation plus receipts from sale of tickets for the Festival as a contribution to the Parish being in close proximity to the Festival each year.  It was agreed to look for possible committee members who might operate the fund under the Chairmanship of Melvin Benn.
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7.5   Woodland Trust Trees : The Clerk advised on the imminent arrival of the trees and it was noted that the Barwick allotment area was in need of perimeter bushes as well as certain areas at Scholes Lodge Farm. The siting of trees would take more time to consider and suggestions were invited.

7.6   Remembrance Day : Services for Sunday 13 November were noted

10am Scholes War Memorial followed by united services at Scholes Meth Church
11am All Saints Church followed by united service at Barwick War Memorial

7.7   Allotments : rent demands had been dispatched and payments were being received. A skip had been provided for rubbish and 4 new tenants had been accommodated. There were two half plots still to be allocated. Most of the tool sheds had been vandalized and locks cut off but relatively little stolen.
8
CRIME REPORT
The report for October had been received and included 8 incidents : Scholes 4 – Barwick 4
· Window of garage forced and property stolen (S)
· Drums of cooking oil stolen from yard (S)
· Lead flashing stolen from church roof and damage caused to copper piping and roof tiles (S)
· Mountain bike and fishing equipment stolen from property (S)

· Attempted entry and damage caused to UPVC side door of dwelling but no access gained  (B)
· Shed lock forced and items stolen (B)
· Suspect enters dwelling as guest, takes 2 cheques, & cashes them at bank (B) 
· Suspect at house party removes unattended IPOD (B)
Reference was made again for residents to be vigilant and to keep windows and doors locked and keys in a safe place and out of sight. It was recommended that lights on time switches be used during the dark evenings.
9
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (1174-1213) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.
1181 – it was agreed to look further into the possibility of lighting a beacon at the

top of Hall Tower Field as part of the Queens Jubilee Celebrations in June.
1186 – it was noted that the Land Registry had requested details of the date when

the two villages were amalgamated for Parish purposes and minutes had revealed

that the West Yorkshire County Council had sanctioned the change of name to the
Rural Parish of Barwick in Elmet & Scholes as from 1 November 1970
1200 – letters had been sent to residents close to the Parish boundaries with

Thorner & Bramham asking for views on possible Parish boundary changes.
1213 – details of the Scholes Village Show accounts for 2011 had been received

and agreed that the £200 loan could be retained for a further 12 months.
10
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 
City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out below in relation to the following applications 
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04009/10 –  Units 2 & 3 Mortec Park – change of use (swop)  

04099 –   1 Richmondfield Way – single storey side extension
04109 –   2 Aberford Road – replacement conservatory to side
11
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

There were no referrals other than listed from the Open Forum
12
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns.
13
DATE of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 5 December : Parish Council & Open Forum at 7.15 at Barwick 
Mon 12 December : Finance & General Purposes 7.30 pm
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
5 December 2011
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__________________________________________________________________

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Monday 7 November 2011

The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the Open Forum meeting in October.
A number of Scholes residents were in attendance for a presentation by Matthew Bentley outlining plans for the Scholes Conservation Area which would go to public consultation shortly.
Dog Fouling was still a big problem at Rakehill Road and a request for a sign was made. The Parish did not own the land so this would be passed to Leeds City.

The fencing at The Buffers was in a very bad state and attention was required from the Brewery. A comment was made that Scholes was looking rather shabby but this was challenged by the Chairman.
The road surface at Oaklea Road was scheduled for re-surfacing.

The bus services were still most unreliable.

A meeting with Nick Borras had identified a number of areas in both villages in need of yellow lines to prevent parking 

Developers working in Elmete Avenue had been requested to ensure the road was kept clear of mud.

More waste bins were required in the Leeds Road area as they had been taken down from the bus stops. This issue would be followed up when discussing the lengthsmans duties.

Parking at the Barleycorn was causing problems and the area had suffered from flooding during recent heavy rain.
