BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             5/2010
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 4 October 2010 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth 






Norma Fletcher 
George Hall







Claire Hassell
David Leeming






Gerry McDonough
John Tinker

Geoff Yapp


In attendance :  Ward Councillor Ann Castle, 7 Scholes residents and the Parish Clerk along with PC Neil Marley and PCSO Dan Sillers
1
APOLOGIES : Councillor Desma Thompson, Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson and Ron Miller (Wetherby News)
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST
Councillor Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 6.2
Councillors Yapp & Tinker for item 5.8 as members of Barwick in Bloom.

Councillor Hall for planning item 9/04097 14 Arthursdale Drive

Councillor McDonough for planning item 9/04149 Hayes Garden World 
3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (4/2010) held on 6 September 2010 (145-148) having been circulated, be approved and signed
4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Dead Tree in The Avenue : the issue had been discussed in the open forum and agreed that a replacement tree was required but in a suitable location and at no cost to the Parish Council.

4.2   Re-routing of footpath 29 (behind Fox & Grapes) : the Clerk had circulated details to our Parish Paths Co-ordinator Peter Taylor who had already responded to Leeds City Council as Secretary of the Ramblers Association. It was agreed that the Parish Council shared the views as outlined in Peter’s reply.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

4.3  Jack Anderson Awards : It was reported that runners up awards had been presented at the Civic Hall by Leeds Older People’s Forum to Frank Noble (Barwick) and Maurice Walker (Scholes) in recognition of the excellent contribution they had made for the benefit of older people in their locality. 
4.4   Dead Tree in Jack Heaps Field : three quotes had been received and it was resolved to accept the lowest of £390 to include stump grinding.
4.5   Bus services & car parking issues in Scholes : it was queried whether the yellow lines painted at Oaklea Road were properly authorized with a traffic regulation order. Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson was endeavouring to resolve the difficulties concerning parking along the bus route. It was suggested that the bus should perhaps take the opposite route along Belle Vue Avenue. The Highways department was initiating further consultations.
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4.6   New lease for Scholes children’s playground : the Clerk would chase this issue with Leeds City Council as there had been no response to previous correspondence.

5
FINANCE
5.1   It was resolved that the cash book & bank reconciliation statements for September having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.        

5.2   It was resolved that invoices and list of payments for September to be made totalling £3,457.60 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Receipts for September were £454.89   

5.3  The budget monitor to 30 September had been circulated.

5.4   The external audit report from Mazars was received and noted that there were no issues of concern. Copies would be displayed on the notice boards and published on the web site. 

5.5   Scholes Village Clock : Councillor Hall reported upon the safety problems in adjusting the clock for BST/GMT. Quotes for an electronic zapper were felt to be somewhat excessive and it was agreed to look into alternative methods and report back to the next meeting.

5.6
A grant request from the Parochial Church Council was referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee and a meeting was agreed for Monday 8 November when the 2011-12 budget would be discussed in readiness for the precept calculation.


5.7
It was resolved to purchase wreaths for the remembrance services at both war memorials combined with a donation to the Royal British Legion in the sum of £100 under LGA 1972 section 137. 


5.8
It was reported that a suitable slab of stone had been located at no cost for the erection of a plaque to commemorate Barwick in Elmet’s success of a Gold Award in “Britain in Bloom 2009”. The cost of a suitable metal plate(s) would be referred to the next meeting. 
6
OTHER ITEMS

6.1
Grass Cutting : Councillors Tinker and Hogan reported on the meeting with Leeds City Council Grounds Maintenance Project Team. It was resolved that an interest in being part of the formal monitoring process be confirmed. Details of the cutting schedule would of course be required.

6.2
Scholes Lodge Farm : there was a delay with the legal formalities. The grass had been cut but seeding and hedges remained outstanding. A meeting was shortly to be held with the Community Planning Officer to discuss possibilities for the future use of the area. Appreciation was expressed for the considerable efforts made by Councillor Hall in endeavouring to bring this development to a satisfactory conclusion.

6.3
Youth facilities : The Scouts had advised they were unable to agree to casual use of their grassed area due to safety considerations. The area of land at Rakehill Road had been added to their lease in September 2004. 
Barwick Councillors were looking at possibilities of a site for a youth shelter in their village as well as an upgrade for the children’s playground. 
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6.4
Scrutiny Board : Councillor Hall reported on the Scrutiny Board & Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). He had requested that consistent with CLG guidance, communities should have representation in the “Stakeholder Partnership". It is now known that following his further attendance on the 5 October, the board is to recommend that Parish Council's are required to have representation as members of the partnership group.

6.5
Scholes Primary School Playing Field : There had been concerns expressed by the Highways department in respect of access on the planning application to erect a new fence around the field and it was felt the matter of usage of the spare land should be deferred for the time being.


6.6
Bog Lane : the issue of usage of the land concerned had now been resolved with re-instatement of the trenches and cancellation of the intended proposal to use air operated games systems due to safety and planning concerns.


6.7
Barwick Fair : the use of Jack Heaps Field for the annual Fair was confirmed during the period 11-19 October. The Clerk was due to meet with the Proprietors, Watsons Amusements and the Police to discuss security arrangements in view of drunken behaviour in 2009. It was later noted that the Fair had used the field for more than 60 years and that Jack Heaps had approved their original request for use of the field. 


6.8
Councillor John Hayton : the Chairman had received a letter of resignation as a Councillor due to pressure of business. It was resolved to accept the resignation and to advertise the vacancy. It was also resolved to express the Council’s appreciation of his contribution and in particular his maintenance of the web-site which he would be pleased to continue on a voluntary basis.

6.9
Yorkshire in Bloom results : the following results for Summer 2010 were noted and congratulations offered to all concerned.

Large village category : 


BARWICK in ELMET– gold rose award


SCHOLES – gold rose award

Discretionary Yorkshire Rose award winners  


BARWICK in ELMET : summer floral award
Public, private & charitable establishments


ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, Barwick – gold rose award 


BARWICK METHODIST CHURCH – silver gilt rose award
Public houses and restaurants


THE NEW INN, Barwick in Elmet – silver rose award

Young peoples award


SCHOLES PRIMARY SCHOOL & GARDENING CLUB – gold rose

7
CRIME REPORT

It was resolved that the crime report be taken earlier in the meeting to release officers for other more pressing duties.

The crime report for September highlighted 13 incidents
Barwick 7  -  rear door of property forced, activating alarm : door left open and property taken : UPVC door forced, entry gained, internal door prevented further entry, alarm sounded : insecure rear sliding door opened and property taken : wooden slats broken & ASB at cricket pavilion : paintwork on car scratched : argument between school children resulting in assault                                     
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Scholes 6 – UPVC door forced and property stolen : damage to car window : window smashed in pub : bank card stolen, person arrested and charged : handbag left unattended in pub and stolen with contents : off road biker issued with section 59 warning – later seen riding recklessly and bike seized

A number of warnings had been issued to off road bikers – any offenders to be reported on 0845 6060606.
A letter had been received from a resident in respect of family disturbances and 

PCSO Sillers advised that the situation was well known to the Police. 
Several reports had been received in relation to youths congregating at the Barwick allotments where minor damage had been caused. Attention would be paid by passing officers.

Warnings were being issued in connection with fireworks misuse where under 18’s found in possession would be arrested. Trading standards officers were advising retailers of the dangers of selling fireworks to under age youths.

It was suggested that with dark nights approaching, residents should leave a light on and remember to keep doors and windows locked and to keep car keys out of sight.
8
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (833-846) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated. 
836 – a complaint in respect of the validity of the dog ban at Jack Heaps Field had been referred to Leeds City Environmental department and suggested that further clarification might be obtained from YLCA 
846 - Highways Charter - a copy of the proposed supplementary document, setting out the operational links between Leeds City Council and Parish & Town Councils relating to Highway and Transportation had been received from the Chief Democratic Services Officer. Members were requested to consider this document to allow further discussion at the November Parish Council meeting.
 
9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 

City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following applications 
04097 – 14 Arthursdale Drive – part 2 storey part single story side/rear extension
04030 – plot 1 Elmwood La – variation condition 9 obscure conservatory glazing

04149 – Hayes Garden World – installation of two wind turbines to garden centre 

04108 – 3 Morwick Terrace – retro app for detached double garage to rear
It was noted that the appeal by Capitol Garage had been dismissed by the Insp.
10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
Drains in Carrfield Road  & The Boyle still required unblocking
Road surface at junction of Leeds Road Elmwood Lane was still bad (pot hole)
11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.





152

12
DATES of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 11 October : Barwick Playing Fields/Allotments at Barwick Meth 7.30pm

Mon 18 October : Planning at 7 pm : Scholes Playing Fields at Scholes Pavilion, Belle Vue Road at 7.30 pm
Mon 1 November : Presentation by West Yorkshire Archaeological Service 6.15 pm Planning 6.45, Open Forum 7.15 pm Parish Council 7.30

Mon 8 November : Finance & General Purposes at 7.30 pm
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.02 pm
Signed







Chairman






 

1 November 2010
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Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes.

________________________________________________________________

Meeting on Mon 4 October 2010

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm

The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the previous meeting

There was concern in respect of speeding in Scholes (Station Rd & Main St). It was suggested that residents should endeavour to try and note the registration number for report to police.
The yellow lines painted on Oaklea Road were perhaps premature

Mr & Mrs Holmes referred to the tree situation at The Avenue and confirmed that they owned the land in question and did not wish for any replacement tree to be planted. It was felt the Parish Council was not in a position to pay £3,000 for a suggested pit for a replacement tree. It was however felt that a replacement tree in a more acceptable position would be preferred.

Parking in the Avenue was a problem for bin wagons in turning and having to mount the pavement.

