BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             3/2011
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 4 July 2011 at 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Neil Beaumont
Helen Elsworth






Norma Fletcher
Andrew Glyn-Mills







Claire Hassell
David Leeming






Gerry McDonough
Geoff Yapp
In attendance :  1 Barwick & 6 Scholes residents, Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson (towards the end of meeting) and the Parish Clerk                                              

1
APOLOGIES : Councillors Paul Birdsall & Desma Thompson and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST  :   there were none.
3   
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (2/2011) held on 6 June 2011 (177-180) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Scholes Lodge Farm : the vehicular entrance had been satisfactorily completed with just mesh guards required for the drainage pipe to prevent animals gaining access. Drawdown from Leeds City Council of the s106 monies had been requested in respect of the costs incurred. It was agreed that the pedestrian side gate should be left unlocked.

4.2   Registering of Parish Land:  further details were awaited 

4.3   Leeds Festival ticket applications : it was agreed that for future years, application forms should be available perhaps at the Barleycorn pub and Sirrell’s garage to cover the southern end of Scholes in view of the low number of applications from Scholes. 

4.4   Barwick Children’s Playground : the grant application had been acknowledged and the outcome awaited. It was resolved that a planning application should be submitted if the grant was confirmed.

4.5   Thorner Lane Cemetery : Chairman circulated the latest proposals and colleagues were requested to advise the Clerk of their views as to options 1 or 2. A number of emails had been circulated during the previous weeks.

4.6   Scholes Library : there was nothing to add following advice that the Library was to continue.                                                                                                                                                                           


4.7   Village Design Statements : Cllr Yapp reported on the meeting with David Gluck earlier in the day following the grant application to “Awards for All”. Further contact was awaited from Leeds City Council. A draft contract from David Gluck had been received for consideration. Teams from both villages would need to be formed comprising Councillors and residents. Copies of the 2006 Parish Plan were circulated in order that colleagues could refresh their thoughts on future updates. 
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5
FINANCE


5.1   A cash book summary for June was presented and accepted but with bank statements not yet to hand the bank reconciliation and budget monitor could not be prepared. An update would be circulated once statements had been received.
5.2.  It was resolved that the invoices/list of payments for June showing payments of £17,773.59 and receipts of £3,376.70 be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Eight payments for July/August amounting to £1,835.89 were also approved                                          

5.3   The external audit report from Mazars was awaited.
5.4   The insurance schedule for street furniture would be available for consideration at the September meeting.

6
OTHER MATTERS



6.1   Co-option : The vacancy on the Parish Council could now be filled by co-option and there were two candidates having expressed an interest. One later withdrew and it was therefore felt un-necessary to arrange an interview as the remaining candidate was well known to three Scholes Councillors. Formal co-option would therefore follow at the September meeting and a cv circulated meantime.   

6.2  The discussion meeting with Thorner Parish Council and other Parishes in relation to possible revisions of Parish Boundaries was yet to be arranged.                                       

6.3   September meeting : it was resolved that the September meeting would be held on Tuesday 6th instead of Monday 5th at Scholes in order that the Clerk as Chairman of English Schools Cricket Association could attend the MCC Schools v ESCA cricket match at Lord’s Cricket Ground. 
6.4   Archaeological Survey – Scholes Lodge Farm : it was agreed in principle to undertake the survey and grant funding would be sought. Further contact had been established with West Yorkshire Archaeological Services and this would be developed further. An ecological survey might then be considered at a later date.
6.5   Rakehill Road fly-tipping : a letter had been received from a Scholes resident which had been referred to Leeds City Council, Police and Ward Councillors. The by-way issue and any barrier would be the responsibility of the principal authority.
7
CRIME REPORT
The report for June was not available at the meeting but was later received  highlighting 13 incidents : Scholes 7 – premises alarmed but not set – unknown persons approach rear kitchen door and using mole grips bend back lock cover plate then snap off euro profile lock – make search of ground floor opening drawers – no property taken- egress as entry – make off unseen – resident in bed at time   :   suspect(s) approach detached two storey property and proceed into the rear garden where they enter the property thro an insecure patio door – 
suspects then search entire downstairs area going thro drawers etc and then steal electrical goods before making escape as per entry    :   suspect(s) approach
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property which is under development and cut through polythene over doorway to gain entry – and proceed to remove copper piping and hot water cylinder causing damage – suspects make escape with same unseen   :   suspects seen attempting to gain entry into new build property by picking up some metal rods from scene to force open door – damage to door and frame – no entry gained – witness disturbs suspects who run off   :   suspects approach rear of vehicle parked at property and open rear doors by means unknown no damage caused – gain entry and remove property from within – suspects make off   :   three suspects remove Yorkshire stone paving slabs from drive and place in rear of vehicle and make off – vehicle later recovered in Halifax with false plates but no stone   :   suspects walk up front driveway of dwelling and makes off with residents pedal cycle left insecure   :   Barwick 6 – persons enter yard of business premises – approach two vehicles and force off petrol caps on both causing damage – drain fuel from within and make off with same   :   complainant was at driving range and persons unknown stole 2 golf clubs unnoticed and made off with same   :   offenders remove plant pots from garden of complainant’s property and make off with same   :   persons unknown enter garden and remove quantity of yorkshire stone slabs and an ornamental chimney pot after removing plant from same and make off unseen   :   persons remove 3 unattended pedal cycles from front garden of premises and make off with same unseen – one has puncture and is abandoned in nearby lane and found by neighbour   :   suspects arrive in vehicle and stop outside golf shop – 1 male exits vehicle and grabs items from shop doorway then returns to vehicle which drives away making good escape
Vigilance is required and premises should be secured at all times. Windows and doors should be kept locked. Keys should be out of sight. ASB calls were currently low – patrols ongoing at hotspots and at weekends.
8
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (1035-1068) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.
1035 – it was agreed the PC should attend meetings arranged by Aberford PC in relation to proposals for introduction of admission charges to Lotherton Hall.
1044 – it was agreed to consider proposals for Quality Council Status and details would be circulated.
1048 – anti social behaviour at Scholes Scout HQ had been reported to police

1050 – a grant application from West Yks Crime Stoppers was referred to Councillors for further consideration with details to be circulated.

1060 – confirmation had been received from NHS that no appeals had been received in respect of the Pharmacy applications which had been refused. 

1064 – The bottom of heritage lamp posts had been touched up with gold paint and it was agreed to reimburse Barwick in Bloom the cost amounting to £50-70. It was further agreed to refer other lamp posts in need of painting to SEC
1065 – Loose dog complaint from resident in Rakehill Rd, Barwick had been referred to Police although owner was unknown.
9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 
City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out below in relation to the following applications 
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02130 – 3 Schoolgate – first floor extension & porch to front – strong objections


02375 – 5 Lynnfield Gdns – amendment for increase in depth of rear ext – no obj
02532 – West Winds – 2 storey side & single storey ext to side/rear – no objections                                                                                                                                                                                              
10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

Progress was awaited in respect of repairs to the wall at Jack Heaps Field.

There were trees on Scholes Lane and Station Road in need of trimming. There was also growth at ground level which required attention along Station Road.
11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.
12
DATE of FUTURE MEETING
No meeting in August

Tues 6 September, Planning 7, Open Forum 7.15 Parish Council 7.30 at Scholes Methodist Hall
Please note change of date to Tuesday

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.56 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
6 September 2011
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________________________________________________________________

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Mon 4 July 2011

The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the Parish meeting in June
He had spoken with the clerk of works at Station road development in relation to the parking issues.

Hedges and trees needed cutting where they obscured road signs in Scholes Lane and Station Road

The speed sign near Coronation tree was not working – later confirmed it was
The bus service was most unsatisfactory (missing or late) especially during the day after 10 am – suggested that residents phone to complain – two petitions were being signed in Barwick – suggested note in newsletter with phone number to contact – also Yorkshire Post to be advised.

Complaints on frequent power supply interruptions causing alarms to be activated – Neil Beaumont to supply number for complaints 0800 375 675 – suggested that cause may be due to tree branches touching overhead cables.
The Buffers site was in a poor state and in need of tidying – the business was currently closed but would re-opening soon.


