BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             4/2011
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Tuesday 6 September 2011 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Neil Beaumont
Helen Elsworth






Andrew Glyn-Mills
David Leeming







Simon Walker 
Geoff Yapp
In attendance :  1 Barwick & 11 Scholes residents, Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) and the Parish Clerk                                              

1
APOLOGIES : Councillors Birdsall, Fletcher, Hassell, McDonough,  Thompson and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST  : Cllr Beaumont for planning item 10 (known to resident in Richmondfield Ave & known to contractor for 16 Nook Rd demolition) and Cllr Glyn-Mills item 7.4 (resident near to footpath)
3   
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (3/2011) held on 4 July 2011 (181-184) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
CO-OPTION of New Councillor SIMON WALKER : it was resolved that Simon Peter Walker be co-opted to the Parish Council as member for the Scholes Ward to fill the casual vacancy. He duly submitted a declaration of acceptance of office and a declaration of personal interests having received copies of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct and The Good Councillors Guide. The Chairman extended a very warm welcome to Councillor Walker and thanked him for his interest and commitment.
5
MATTERS ARISING

5.1   Scholes Lodge Farm : the mesh guards for the drainage pipe had been fitted and the pedestrian gate had been unlocked. It was agreed to seek grant funding in respect of an Archaeological survey for the area.  

5.2   Registration of Parish Land:  a communication from Solicitors had outlined some difficulties with the Land Registry and progress was therefore slow. 

5.3   Scholes Children’s Playground : a request had been submitted to Leeds City Council for terms for the renewal of the protected five year lease.


5.4   Barwick Children’s Playground : the grant application had been successful and a meeting was scheduled for 13 September with the funders following which estimates would need to be confirmed and planning permission sought. The perimeter wall along Welfare Avenue was in need of repair.

5.5   Thorner Lane Cemetery : Cllr Robinson had arranged a consultation meeting for Scholes residents on 7 September at the Manor House. Councillor McDonough had attended a meeting at Thorner and had circulated a summary of proceedings.

5.6   Rakehill Road fly-tipping : Councillor Robinson reported that the erection of bollards would be funded by the Countryside Agency to prevent vehicular access past the Stockheld Farm entrance in Scholes.                                                                                                                                                                           
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5.7   Parish Plan & Village Design Statements : a newsletter had been printed and circulated to residents outlining the plans and  advising of public meetings to be held on Sat 17th Sept (9am-1pm) at Barwick Village Hall, Sat 24th Sept (9-1) at Scholes Village Hall and Tues 27th Sept at Barwick Cricket Club (7-9).  
6
FINANCE


6.1   It was resolved that the revised cash book summary, bank reconciliation and budget monitor for June be approved showing payments of £17,773.59 and receipts of £3,376.70 a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
6.2.  It was resolved that the cash book summary, bank reconciliation & budget monitor for July & August showing payments of £2,143.11 and receipts of £22,232.14 be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
6.3   It was resolved that eleven payments for September as listed amounting to £6,440.93 be approved.                                          

6.4   The external audit had been completed by Mazars and a notice of completion of audit and Right to Inspect the Annual Return displayed on notice boards and web-site as required. The auditors report had been circulated to Members and which contained no additional comments for note.
6.5   The insurance schedule for street furniture would be available for consideration after the Finance meeting on 19 September.
6.6   It was resolved that a grant of £150 be made to Crime Stoppers and taken from the Festival budget. 
6.7   Suggestions were invited as to possible recipients for grants from the funds generated by Leeds Festival tickets.  

6.8   It was agreed that the on line banking facilities issue be referred to the Finance & General Purposes meeting on 19 September
6.9   It was resolved that the Clerk’s action in ordering the usual Christmas Lights from Leeds Lights at a cost of £1,500 as per budget be confirmed.

6.10   It was agreed to contact Leeds City Council in respect of the shortfall of s106 monies for Scholes Lodge Farm expenditure, accruing from the Station Road development – later confirmed that £10,112 was available for drawdown.
6.11   It was resolved that a donation of £100 be made to The Royal British Legion in respect of wreaths for Remembrance Sunday on 13 November under s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 
7
OTHER MATTERS



7.1   Queen’s Jubilee Celebration 2012 : It was agreed to write to both primary schools to ask for suggestions in respect of ideas for possible celebrations.
7.2    Parish Boundaries : a paper detailing properties which might be transferred had been circulated. It was agreed that a letter should be sent to those residents on the Thorner/Bramham boundary asking for their views, prior to the Council considering the matter further. Notes from an informal meeting of local Parish Council’s attended by Cllr Hassell had also been circulated. Note – following a public meeting in Scholes to discuss the cemetery issue it was later agreed that no communications should be sent to residents but that a letter be sent to Thorner 













                                    186                                                               and Bramham PC’s advising that the Council felt it essential to protect parishioners interests in respect of proposed developments for the cemetery and would therefore oppose any proposals to move existing boundaries.
7.3   Morwick Grove Land : it was agreed to request a report from Leeds City Forestry department on the large tree outside no.1 before considering the matter further. The question of future ownership of the grassed area of land was under consideration but with Leeds City continuing to undertake grass cutting.
7.4   Diversion of Public Footpath 29 : a meeting of Councillors had been held on site with Peter Taylor (Parish Paths Volunteers leader) and agreed that the diversion order should be opposed as unsuitable. There were possible flooding issues.
7.5   Lotherton Hall : Cllr Hassell had attended a meeting of interested parties and had circulated a report outlining the proposals.

7.6   Scholes Library : a request had been received asking for a representative to attend a meeting to look at forwarding work following the decision to keep the library open. Scholes Councillors were asked for dates of availability.
7.7   Woodland Trust Trees : the Parish had been allocated a 420 Community tree pack (whipps) which would be delivered in November. Consideration was required as to the planting thereof.
8
CRIME REPORT
The reports for July/August included 17 incidents : Scholes 7 – Barwick 10
· outer pane of double glazed patio door broken (S)
· parked vehicle locked on driveway - circular saw stolen (S)
· busy pub, glass thrown causing minor cut to victims cheek (B)
· neighbourly dispute, foul and abusive language, suspect arrested (B)
· door/window forced, disturbed by resident, items stolen (B)
· glazed panel broken & sash window forced, rooms searched, items stolen (B) 
· theft from locked and secured vehicle parked in driveway – window smashed (B)
· lead flashing substitute stolen from low level roof connected to church (B)
· church gates stolen by lifting gates from hinges (B)
· bogus caller (gas employee) gains entry and steels property from upper floor (S)

· rear patio door forced and items taken from main bedroom (S)   
· theft via access thro insecure French doors, disturbed but purse stolen (S)  
· secure front door forced and damage caused but no entry gained (S)
· vehicle parked on street, forced entry, steering wheel broken, satnav stolen (S) 
· wire cut & railings knocked off from boundary fence to field containing horses (B)  
· offenders climb 10ft fence and cut and remove 50ft tree from garden (B)

· handbag left in front garden stolen by villains who re attend with keys to gain entry, search house and remove vehicle from driveway (B).
Reference was also made with regard to speed of traffic within the Parish and a camera check operation was requested from West Yorkshire Police. The use of the Coronation Tree being used as a roundabout by large vehicles was also reported.
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9
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (1069-1130) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.
1080 – the collection of litter sacks was still a problem for reference to Leeds City.
1111 – the annual return for the Barwick in Elmet Children’s Playground Charity (523485) had been filed 

1121 – A request for use of Jack Heaps Field for the annual Barwick Fair was approved (13-17 Oct) on the usual terms provided that suitable stewarding was arranged-meeting with Police fixed at Wetherby for 22 September
1130 – a request from Andrew Birkbeck at Leeds City for the Council to take part in a pilot plan for the Neighbourhood Plan Project Board was approved in principle and Councillor Yapp was nominated to attend the inaugural meeting.
10
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 
City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out below in relation to the following applications 
02367 –  West Wing Potterton Hall – internal alterations for listed building

02855 – 18 Belle Vue Estate – single storey side & rear extension

03156 – 3 Richmondfield Avenue – single storey front extension

02286 – Springfield, Taylor Lane – new detached house with access on vacant plot

03441 – 15 Nook Rd – two storey side/rear ext incl Juliet balcony to rear

02130 – 3 Schoolgate – revised plans first floor ext and porch to front

02650 – 16 Nook Road – demolition of existing & erection of detached house

Resident Melvyn Dixon (14 Nook Rd) with permission of the Chairman recorded his displeasure that the Parish Council had not consulted with him on this application. It was explained that consultation with residents was the responsibility of the principal authority, Leeds City Council and objections should be referred to them. The Parish Council merely gives to Leeds City Council a view based upon known planning considerations.

11
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

The passage of very heavy cement wagons to and from the Elmete Avenue development and the debris deposited on the road was raised for reference to Leeds City Council and Developers.
12
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.
13
DATE of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 3 October, Planning 7, Open Forum 7.15 Parish Council 7.30 at Barwick Meth
Preceded by Crime Prevention Presentation by West Yorks Police at 6.30 pm

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.30 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
3 October 2011
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________________________________________________________________

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Tues 6 September 2011

The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the Parish meeting in July.
There was a large attendance in relation to residents inconsiderate parking which prevented buses enjoying free passage along Oaklea/Belle Vue Rd where considerable delays had been caused requiring police intervention. The possibility of yellow lines and prosecution were discussed and referred to the police and Ward

Councillor.

Further complaints of aggressive dogs being loose at Rakehill Rd (Barwick) were reported for referral to police.

Noise levels and inaccurate recording thereof at Leeds Festival was highlighted. It was felt generally the Festival was well organized with few problems. 

Tree branches were obscuring various road signs in Scholes.

The VAS sign on Leeds Road was reported as not working – later checked and found to be working but only with excessive speed. 

