BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             8/2009
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                              DRAFT

held on Monday 4 January 2010 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Village Hall

PRESENT :
           Councillors 
Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth






Norma Fletcher
George Hall









John Hayton

David Leeming







Gerry McDonough
John Tinker








Geoff Yapp




In attendance :  3 Scholes parishioners, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) and the Parish Clerk

1
CHAIRMAN : In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Ben Hogan it was resolved that Vice Chairman David Leeming should act as Chairman.

2
APOLOGIES : Councillors Hogan, Hassell & Thompson and Ward Councillor Ann Castle.

3
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST

Councillor Fletcher for item 5.3 as resident owning property adjoining the proposed route and Councillor Elsworth as owner of a cycle shop. Councillor Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 5.2  

4   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (7/2009) held on 7 December 2009 (112-115) having been circulated, be approved and signed.

5
MATTERS ARISING

5.1   Street Lighting Issues : no response had been received from Leeds City Council in respect of the query on their invoice for the heritage upgrade. A further email had been sent as a reminder.


5.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : Councillor Hall advised there was no further news at the present time as he awaiting a response from Leeds City Council.


5.3   Penda’s Greenway :  Councillor McDonough advised on the meeting he had attended with the Chairman. There was reluctance on the part of owners of the proposed route and therefore progress was very slow.


5.4   The Sycamores : The Clerk was still awaiting contact and Begbies Receivers had advised they were awaiting contact from their own solicitors Addleshaws. Reference to Leeds City Council was suggested.


5.5   Parking at Satnams (Station Rd/Rakehill Rd) Councillor Hall had emailed Nick Borras to establish contact for a more substantive response to this issue which would be exacerbated if the Post Office was to be re-located to this site.
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5.6   Verity Strip : the Clerk would be recovering the deeds file from Solicitors shortly in order to progress this matter.

5.7   Leeds Rd/Elmwood Lane Junction : a comprehensive but negative response had been received from Yorkshire Water in respect of a possible sewer problem and it was agreed to refer the matter to the environmental health department at Leeds City Council.


5.8   Scholes Railway Bridge : Councillor Hall reported on his lengthy correspondence with BRB (Residuary) in relation to the painting of the steelwork. It was agreed to request appropriate paint or the cost thereof in order that local volunteers could carry out the necessary work. 


5.9   Lamp post in Nook Road (painted green) had not been reinstated. 


5.10  Basketball Net at Scholes Cricket Club : The Clerk was awaiting contact with local tradesmen for a quotation for the concrete groundwork associated with this proposal.


5.11   Trees at Tennis Court/Schoolgate : the resident had been advised of the Parish Council’s agreement for demolition of the self sown sycamore trees but that Council was unable to provide any funding. Leeds City Council had confirmed their approval and suggested replanting of Silver Birch trees which met with approval of the Parish Council.


5.12   It was noted that “dog stickers” which had been affixed to street signs were damaging the surface when peel off and it was agreed to advise Leeds City officers to be very careful when removing same. 

6
FINANCE

6.1   It was resolved that financial reconciliations for December having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        

6.2   It was resolved that invoices and list of payments for December to be made totalling £957.18 plus £54.37 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Receipts for December were £25.07    

6.3   Discussions for the upgrade of Barwick Children’s Playground were deferred for a future meeting.

6.4   It was resolved the order for 8 new trees at Jack Heaps Field in the sum of £1,008 plus vat be confirmed. (min 4.7-105)

6.5   It was resolved that the order for 1 replacement tree for The Sycamores in the sum of £116 plus vat be confirmed. (minute 5.3-101) 

6.6   It was resolved that the Parish Council website would be maintained at a cost of £35
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7
CRIME REPORT

In the absence of any police representation there was no crime report perhaps due to the difficult traffic situation with heavy snow having fallen. However, later apologies were received along with a report for December as below.

Barwick (2) – burglary attack thro euro profile lock but new snap safe type fitted & no entry gained but damage to door frame - public order threatening & abusive behavior with arrest.   Scholes (7) – assault at Buffers xmas party - burglary thro euro profile lock - criminal damage to motor vehicles in Milton Drive (scratch down full length & wing mirror knocked off) - theft from vehicle door forced - handbag theft in public house - theft from garden centre.

The local priorities were (1) reduction in burglary- other (2) reduction in burglary dwellings and (3) speeding in the villages

8
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (680-696) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.


684 – detailed response from Rory Barke (LCC ENE Area Management Team) to Chairman’s concerns in relation to the loss of Neighbourhood Warden service. It was agreed that the Parish Council was unable to fund any part of such a service. It was also agreed to approach Insp Griffiths (Wetherby Police) for confirmation of PCSO duties which might cover part of the lost service.

685 – Integrated Transport Strategy – Scrutiny Board Inquiry – the detailed submission prepared by Councillor Hall who was attending the inquiry as a witness was approved.

690 – it was noted that Dr Alan Stanley was retiring from his dental practice but that he was retaining ownership of the property which would ensure his continued support with the village clock which was affixed to the front of his property.


Leeds Festival – it was suggested an early note be sent to Harmony Blake requesting an increase in the number of tickets for the Festival this year.







9
OTHER MATTERS


9.1   Barwick Conservation Area : copies of the draft appraisal and management plan for consultation from 11 Jan to 17 Feb had been circulated and congratulations were extended to Matthew Bentley for his excellent presentation. A number of typos and adjustments had been noted which would be conveyed to him.  A public meeting and drop in session had been arranged at John Rylie Centre for Thursday 28 January from 6.30 pm. The Clerk had agreed to arrange for delivery of a flyer produced by LCC to all households in Barwick. It was felt that those residents who were directly affected by the boundary changes should be specifically advised.
10
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 3 applications 
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5190 – Sykes House Farm, Potterton Lane – 15m high wind turbine to farm

5032 – 17 Station Rd – Retrospective application for conservatory to rear

5475 – Field 3275 near Dogs Trust, York Rd – 15m telecomm mast with 6 antennae and 2 dishes (replacement for existing mast in Dogs Trust)

Councillor Hall gave an update on the Appeal by Developers for Land at Grimes Dyke, York Road, Thorner where the Secretary of State had “called in” the Appeal having wider implications for the City.

10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

A call had been received from a resident at Fieldhead Drive requesting a guard to the lamp light which was shining into their windows. This would be referred to SEC for attention.

11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.

12
DATES of FUTURE MEETING

Mon 18 January
Planning (if required)

Mon 1 Feb
Planning 7, Open Forum 7.15, Council 7.30 Barwick Meth Sch

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40 pm

Signed







Chairman






 

1 February 2010


Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes.

________________________________________________________________

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm

Reference was made to the excellent luncheon provided at The Buffers at no cost to pensioners by Orlando and Zeba and that thanks should be extended to them via newsletters for this most generous gesture at Christmas tide.

A resident (unknown) had cleared the pathways of snow near to the old folks housing at the Manor House.

Much favourable comment had been expressed in respect of the Christmas Lights installed at the three locations in Scholes.
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