BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL               8/2008
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

held on Monday 2 February 2009 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Village Hall
PRESENT :

Councillors
B. Hogan (Chairman)






P Birdsall

N Fletcher


GE Hall

EC Hassell



J Hayton

D Leeming


G McDonough
D Thompson


J Tinker

G Yapp




In attendance : the Parish Clerk, 2 Scholes Parishioners, Ron Miller & Jonathan Miller (both Wetherby News). Inspector Marcus Griffiths and PCSO Dan Sillers were present for the Open Forum held prior to the Council meeting
1
APOLOGIES : Councillor Ken Shutt and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor George Hall declared a pecuniary interest as Lead Member of Scholes Forum in respect of the Litter Bin item 4.4  Councillors Norma Fletcher & Desma Thompson for item 4.5 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route.  Councillors Claire Hassell & Geoff Yapp and the Clerk in relation to the planning appeal for Elmwood Lane item 9.
3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
5 January 2009 (72-75) having been circulated, be approved and signed.
4
MATTERS ARISING
4.1   Street Lighting Issues : The Clerk and Councillor Hall had met with  Alan Brummitt of SEC when it was confirmed that
(a) he would continue to source a lantern for the Coronation Tree and would advise the cost as soon as the item was located and identified.
(b) suitable replacement Heritage Style lanterns would be available in the event of breakages. 

(c) he would resolve the issue of re-locating the lighting column outside 8 Lyndhurst Close, Scholes.
4.2   Leeds Festival : The Clerk was still awaiting receipt of the draft transport plan for consultation following his meeting with Harmony Blake who represented Festival Republic, the orgnisers.
4.3  Scholes Lodge Farm : The planning application for “change of use of agricultural land to public open space and 1.5 metre high access gates” had been lodged. There were however, some other issues still to be resolved.

4.4  Litter Bin : Councillor Hall left the meeting for this item. It was resolved that once ownership of the four litter bins in Scholes had been formally transferred to the Parish Council they would be included on the schedule of the Parish insurances.  


4.5   Penda’s Greenway : Councillor McDonough had circulated a report of the plans for the revised route to be adopted for the proposed walking and cycle way and it was resolved to advise Sustrans of the Council’s agreement.
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4.6   Rakehill Road : the Clerk had reported disappointment to Leeds City Council in respect of the recent spread of planings which had not improved the condition of the road. The LCC response had indicated that further planings would be forthcoming in the new financial year which it is hoped would improve the surface. 
4.7   Scout HQ : a most complimentary email had been received from the Scout Group Treasurer thanking the Parish Council for their efforts in securing the donation of a new lamp post to illuminate the unadopted area outside the Scout HQ. A photograph had also been attached and which had been passed on to the press in order to highlight the generosity of Southern Electric Contracting. 

4.8   Sycamores : Councillor Yapp requested approval for Barwick in Bloom to place a temporary sign in the landscaped area fronting the Sycamores development on Leeds Road (which would shortly be in the ownership of the Parish Council) in order to highlight the village’s involvement in Britain In Bloom for the coming spring/summer. It was resolved that approval should be given and that Leeds City Council be advised accordingly.

5
FINANCE
5.1     It was RESOLVED that the financial reconciliations for January having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        
5.2     It was RESOLVED that the invoices and list of payments to be made having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
5.3     The budget monitor for the 10 months to 31 January was received.
6     
CRIME REPORT
The crime report had been received and discussed during the Open Forum with Inspector Griffiths and PCSO Dan Sillers. A most helpful discussion had ensued particularly in relation to speeding issues. The crime report highlighted 7 crimes in Barwick and 6 in Scholes for January in addition to 3 warnings for anti social driving. Speed checks had been carried out and 17 penalty notices issued. There was also a mobile phone scam in operation and theft of charity bags left out for collection. There were as usual a number of sneak-in burglaries.
7    
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (433-435) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
434 – a meeting was to be held with Rosie Watts, Community Access Officer from Leeds City Parks & Countryside department in relation to Parish Paths Volunteers and clarification of areas of responsibility including insurance. Peter  Taylor, Leader of the Parish Paths Volunteers would also be involved.
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8
OTHER MATTERS
8.1 Proposal for VAS sign at Long Lane : it was resolved that estimates for the connection of a vehicle activate sign to mains electricity would be sought for Long Lane, Barwick along with any traffic management design costs. The issue of maintenance in the event of break down was also to be confirmed.
8.2  Morwick Grove, Scholes : It was resolved that hedging would be purchased to screen the waste bins in the school playground and a request was made for these to be planted by Scholes In Bloom. It was also resolved that the two silver birch trees donated by Parks & Countryside would be planted on either side of the large tree which was recently felled. The three trees at the Station Road junction would remain but if one was deemed as diseased then it should be felled after consultation with Leeds City Council.
8.3  Pavement at Rakehill Road : it was resolved that approaches should be made to the Scout Group suggesting they make application for grant funding in order to construct a pavement to the Scout HQ along the unadopted section of Rakehill Road.



8.4  Scholes Children’s Playground : after consideration of the schedule detailing the various quotations (attached) it was resolved to accept the price from Nicholls Fabrications in respect of removal of the old fence and posts and pulling out the hedging and supply and fitting of new bow top fencing to the existing area. It was also resolved to submit a grant application to Leeds City Council’s NE Outer Area Committee Well-Being Fund to cover the costs of new equipment and refurbishment. A response was awaited from the School Governors in relation to the extension of the playground.

8.5  Chippy’s Pond : no further contact had been received from Leeds Parks & Countryside team in relation to the consultation leaflets.

8.6  Church magazine : the Clerk had not been able to prepare the copy but would circulate a draft within the next day or two.

8.7  Coronation Tree Lights : it was resolved that the estimate from Leeds Lights for provision of Festive Lights next Christmas at the Coronation Tree in Scholes would be accepted. The question of Highways approval would be taken up by Leeds Lights on our behalf.

8.8  Jack Heaps Field : it was resolved that dogs would be banned from Jack Heaps Field in view of the irresponsible behaviour of dog owners in not clearing up after their dogs, in order that children and others could use the field more safely as intended.

8.9  Allotments : quotations were still awaited for the clearance work required at the allotments in Chapel Lane

8.10  Youth Project : it was resolved that a grant would be made to the Youth Group covering the hire of the village hall for a 3 month period after which the position would be reviewed.
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8.11  Village Hall Grant : it was resolved that the grant previously agreed for the refurbishment of the Barwick Village Hall would be released.

9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 4 applications  
143 Main Street, Scholes ; Barwick Primary School ; 43 Nook Road and Scholes Lodge Farm Agricultural Land. 
It was resolved that Councillor Hall would represent the Parish Council at the Informal Appeal Hearing in respect of Elmhurst/Meadowcroft in Elmwood Lane to be held at Leeds Civic Hall on Wednesday 18 February at 10 am
A late communication had been received from a resident in respect of planning issues which he had referred to Ward Councillor Ann Castle. There was concern that a property had been built and altered without planning consent. Councillor Hall agreed to look into the matter and report back to the Parish Council.

10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
The referrals list had been circulated and additions were noted in relation to surfacing at Grange Court and a hazard on Scholes Lane. It was also resolved to ask Leeds City Highways for a slip lane for west bound traffic at the A64 junction with Scholes Lane.
11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns
12
DATES of FUTURE MEETINGS

Monday 16 Feb
Planning at 7 pm followed by Finance & General Purposes at 7.30 pm at Chessingham 

Monday 2 Mar
Planning 7 pm   Open Forum 7.15 pm
Council 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.44 pm 
Signed






Chairman






 
2 March 2009
Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 
A Community Engagement Event (with refreshments) organised by Harewood Ward Councillors is scheduled between 5.00-7.00 pm on Monday 2 March at the Barwick Village Hall where Councillors and Residents will be welcome.
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