BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             11/2008
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

held on Monday 6 April 2009 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Village Hall
PRESENT :
      Councillors
P Birdsall

N Fletcher


GE Hall

EC Hassell



J Hayton

D Leeming


G McDonough
D Thompson


K Shutt

J Tinker


G Yapp




In attendance : the Parish Clerk, Ward Councillor Ann Castle, 10 Scholes Parishioners, 1 Barwick Parishioner, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), PCSO Dan Sillers
1
CHAIRMAN : It was resolved that Councillor David Leeming (Vice Chairman) be elected as chairman for the meeting.
2
APOLOGIES : Councillor Ben Hogan
3
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST
Councillors Norma Fletcher & Desma Thompson for item 5.3 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route.  

Councillor Paul Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 5.2
4   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
2 March 2009 (80-83) having been circulated, be approved and signed.
5
MATTERS ARISING
5.1   Street Lighting Issues : The Lyndhurst Close lighting had been satisfactorily resolved. The Clerk had requested information from SEC on timings for the painting of Barwick lamp posts & straightening of basket brackets and installation of the new Wood Lane lamp plus those to be changed in Scholes Lane. A request had also been made for quotations to change one lamp at 21 The Cross, another close to the Church in the Conservation Area and a new lamp to light the ginnel from Main Street to Welfare Avenue at the side of Jack Heaps field. One lamp at the Chapel Lane/Aberford Road junction had been reduced in height due to interference with guttering on the adjacent property. There was interest in the lighting issues at Boston Spa and the Clerk was asked to make enquiries following coverage in the Wetherby News.
5.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : Councillor Hall advised that confirmation had been received in respect of the planning application which included 2 conditions covering a 3 year start date for the new gateway and the type of fencing to be erected along the ditch. A meeting was scheduled for 15 April to resolve a number of outstanding issues and if satisfactorily maintained during the next 12 months it was agreed in principle that the Council would accept a handover date of May 2010
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5.3  Penda’s Greenway : Councillor McDonough reported that Sustrans had contacted a number of landowners and were awaiting responses. He agreed to remind them of the local residents who would also be affected.   


5.4   Sycamores : The Clerk advised that contact was still awaited from Leeds City Council legal team in respect of the transfer of the ??? frontage to the Parish Council’s ownership. A reminder would be sent to the City Council.

5.5   Vehicle Activation Sign : the vehicle volume and speed wires had been installed near to the 30 mph limit on Long Lane and results were awaited from the Highways department.
5.6   Children’s Playground at Scholes: the School Governors had advised that they were unable to agree to the Parish Council having the additional land requested and therefore the new fencing had been completed along the original boundary. It was resolved that a gate to match the new fencing at a cost of £315 would be ordered. The Clerk was awaiting proposals and costings for the renovation of existing and new items of equipment. The Outer NE Area Committee would be considering the grant application shortly.
5.7
Barwick Garage Forecourt on Leeds Road : The Clerk reported that the forecourt was in a much tidier state during the evenings when he had passed by. He would however, speak with the proprietor to see if further improvement could be made during the working day.

5.8   Christmas Lights at Green Court, Scholes : the Clerk reported that he was expecting to receive approval from the Leeds & Yorkshire Housing Association (subsequently confirmed) for the Lights to be installed on the Willow Tree outside Green Court and would then communicate with the residents for their agreement. 
6
FINANCE
6.1     It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for March having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        
6.2     It was resolved that the invoices and list of payments to be made having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.
6.3     The budget monitor for the year to 31 March was received & noted

6.4
The minutes of the Finance &General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9 March were received and noted. The Clerk advised that the Precept of £38k had been received and transferred to the Barclays Tracker Deposit Account in order to spread any risk.
6.5
The draft accounts for the year along with the Chairman’s Annual Report had been circulated and which would be tabled at the Finance & General Purposes meeting on 27 April and included in the next Newsletter to be published following the Annual meetings on 11 May.
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7     
CRIME REPORT
Taken earlier in the meeting. The crime report for March was presented by PCSO Dan Sillers and detailed 4 incidents in Barwick and 3 in Scholes. 

There was 1 arrest in connection with a Road Traffic Accident (4x4) in Scholes. 

Officers were giving special attention to speeding traffic and over 3 days in Barwick, Scholes, Aberford, Scarcroft and Thorner there were 7 fixed penalty tickets issued with points, 3 sent on speed awareness courses and one reported for Court appearance due to excessive speed.
Although reported crime had been reduced there had been an increase in opportunist crime (sneak in burglaries) in the Division.

There had also been vandalism to the flowers in Scholes and an instance of damage to the tennis court fencing in Barwick.
8    
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (458-505) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
463 – Scholes Village Players had requested financial assistance for repair of their properties & scenery store behind Scholes Village Hall. Councillor Fletcher agreed to report on the request at the next meeting.

472 – a request from the Dogs Trust for display of posters could not be agreed due to lack of space on the Parish notice boards.

479 – It was resolved that a place be reserved at £58 on the Internal Audit Seminar to take place at Skelton on 23 April.

487 – a letter had been received from a Scholes family asking for a basketball net to be installed for use by village children. The issue had been raised during the Open Forum and it was agreed to investigate possible sites which might be suitable having regard to noise and disturbance to residents.

9
OTHER MATTERS
9.1 
New Councillor :The Clerk advised that there had been two expressions of interest in respect of the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Councillor Ken Shutt but that one had been ruled out through ineligibility. It was agreed that a meeting would be held as soon possible to interview the candidate with a view to co-option at the May meeting.
9.2  
Allotment Report : The Clerk advised that there were 48 plots and that 5 had been split into more manageable half sizes. There was one outstanding payment. 2½ were under renovation and there would be further costs in respect of putting them in reasonable order. There were 5½  plots occupied by Scholes residents. 

9.3
Farmers Market : A proposal had been received in respect of a possible Farmers Market to be held at the Gascoigne Arms pub on Sunday mornings. The Clerk had requested further information particularly in relation to parking and a response was awaited.
9.4
Leeds Festival : details of the new traffic arrangements had been received and which were generally felt to be acceptable. A meeting with the organizers would be held shortly in order to resolve any points which the Council wished to raise.
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9.5
Scholes Bowling Club : a request had been received for assistance in cutting the hedges surrounding the Bowling Club. It was agreed the issue be referred to the Scholes Sports Association meeting scheduled for 28 Apr
10
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 6 applications  

10 Elmete Avenue, Scholes ; 11 Potterton Lane, Barwick : Land off Kiddal Lane, Barwick : 20 Parlington Meadow, Barwick : 15 Wendel Avenue, Barwick : New Gateway 2A for Leeds Festival off A64
11
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
The referrals list had been circulated and additions were noted in relation to
a) very poor road surface at Long Lane outside 30 mph limit
b) drains in both villages required cleaning
12
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns
13
DATES of FUTURE MEETINGS

Mon 27 April
Barwick Playing Fields 7 pm,  F & GP 8 pm at Barwick Meth
Tue 28 April 
Planning 7 pm, Scholes Playing Fields 7.30 pm at Scholes Sports Pavilion
Mon 11 May
Planning 7 pm   Annual Parish Meeting & Open Forum 7.15 pm, Annual Parish Council Meeting 8 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.52 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
11 May 2009

Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 
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