BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             4/2010
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 6 September 2010 at 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth 






George Hall

Claire Hassell

John Hayton

David Leeming

Gerry McDonough
John Tinker

Geoff Yapp


In attendance :  Ward Councillor  Matthew Robinson, 4 Scholes residents, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) and the Parish Clerk.
1
APOLOGIES : Councillors Norma Fletcher, Desma Thompson and Ward Councillor Ann Castle.
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST
Councillor Elsworth for item 5.1 as owning a business involving bicycles. 

Councillor Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 5.4
Councillors Yapp & Tinker for correspondence item as members of Barwick in Bloom involving the siting of a plough at the Sycamores, item 10
3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (3/2010) held on 5 July  2010 (140-142) having been circulated, be approved and signed.

4
It was resolved that the minutes of the Emergency Parish Council Meeting (3a2010) held on 31 August 2010 (143-144) having been circulated, be approved and signed.

5
MATTERS ARISING

5.1   Penda’s Greenway :  there was no further progress to report and it was agreed to delete this item from the agenda until such time as there was some progress on the project.

5.2   Leeds Festival : There had been no official complaints and a number of appreciative comments received from residents. The traffic arrangements had seemed to work well and a letter had been sent to Harmony Blake at Festival Republic. The Clerk requested members to consider proposals for suitable projects to benefit from the ticket sales of £2,240

5.3   Leeds Road/Elmwood junction sewer : there had been a second break in the sewer observed through camera inspection and this had been repaired with the road being satisfactorily re-instated.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

5.4  Teenager Facilities : Councillor Hayton had met with Leeds City staff, police and local residents and prepared a report which would be circulated. It was clear that the teenagers wanted somewhere to “hang out” but the problem would be the siting of any structure. It was reported that Thorner had identified a suitable site in the centre of their village and details of any problems would be sought from the Thorner Clerk. 
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5.5   One quotation had been received for the felling of a dead tree in Jack Heaps Field with two other quotes expected. Approval from Leeds City Council had been received due to conservation area status. It was resolved that the tree would be replaced with an Acer at a cost of approximately £150


5.6   A schedule of missed bus services had been prepared by Councillor McDonough and this would be forwarded to the Traffic Commissioner for his attention. A new bus timetable was now available.

5.7   The Clerk had received a communication from Leeds City Council for further information in relation to the proposed new lease for Scholes children’s playground and was hopeful that progress would soon be made. The delay had been due to holidays and uncertainty as to which department was responsible.
6
FINANCE
6.1   It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for July/August having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.        

6.2   It was resolved that invoices and list of payments for July/August to be made totalling £2,075.79 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Receipts for July/August were £8,791.02   

6.3  The budget monitor to 31 August had been circulated and thanks were again expressed to Councillor Hayton for his expertise in drafting.

6.4   The correspondence from Mazars on audit affairs was noted along with the response from the Clerk.

6.5   It was resolved to continue with the Christmas Lights for 2010 in both villages at a cost of £1,375 for installation, recovery and maintenance.
7
LAND at SCHOLES LODGE FARM

Following the emergency meeting held on 31 August it was resolved that the transfer of the land to the Parish Council would proceed subject to final issues to be agreed with Taylor Wimpey. There were a number of maintenance issues to be completed and Councillor Hall was hopeful of arranging for the hedges to be cut. A presentation from the West Yorkshire Archaeological Service was to be scheduled for the November Council meeting. Discussions would also be held with Leeds City planning officers in preparation for a public consultation on the future use of the area as a public open space.
8
CRIME REPORT

There was no attendance from the Police and no crime report but this was later received due to wrong email address being used. The crime report for August highlighted 12 crimes
Scholes 6  -  theft of locked vehicle from roadside – garden fence dragged down – theft of locked vehicle from driveway thro rear window smashed – theft breakin from large garden shed taking property – 3 intruders break euro-profile lock on kitchen door, resident grabs one but all 3 make off – suspect(s) climb fence & damage door but no entry gained.                                              
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Barwick 6 – Driver with witness drive through village and break to avoid suspect who runs in front of car, driver gets out to speak with suspect, 2nd suspect appears and assaults driver, both suspects arrested –suspects cut through chain gaining access to garden for theft from garage, door forced – wiper blades snapped off parked vehicle – theft of sat nav & charger via smashed window from locked vehicle on driveway –compound entered for  theft of fuel from vehicle – persons with legitimate access using number key pad open safe and remove cash.
It was important that residents be more vigilant and to keep doors and windows locked and to keep car keys out of sight. Anti social behaviour was currently low but patrols were ongoing particularly at weekend. 
The local priority for September was seen as anti social behavior on targeted areas.
It was noted that the theft and damage of signs at Barwick sports ground and allotments had not been recorded.
9
GRASS MAINTENANCE PROPOSALS
It was resolved that the Parish Council would attend the presentation organized by Leeds City Council  Grounds Maintenance Project Team scheduled for Wed 22 September and to express an interest in being part of the formal monitoring process. Chairman & Clerk to attend. Confirmation of this option was required to be submitted not later than noon on 4 Oct.
The alternative option of tendering for the work in a formal bid process was not considered to be appropriate for Barwick in Elmet & Scholes in view of the considerable scope of works & equipment involved.
10
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (804-829) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated. 
809 – the re-routing of footpath 29 had been referred to Peter Taylor and his view as Secretary of the Ramblers Association was received following the meeting.

810 – demolition of tree at The Avenue and replacement was being discussed with Leeds City Forestry department.

820 – it was resolved to write a letter of thanks to Ward Councillors following their agreement to recommend a conservation area for Scholes.

821 – two nominations for the Jack Anderson Awards for outstanding services in connection with the elderly was agreed. 

823 – it was resolved to respond to the Council Tax referendum consultation 

824 – Councillor Hayton had responded positively to a complaint from a neighbour following grass cutting near to the tennis courts.

830 – it was resolved that a “single furrow plough” as a village ornament would be sited outside the Sycamores development subject to checks on underground services.

831 – it was resolved that application would be made to Leeds City to have the status of the unmade section of Rakehill Road re-classified following a number of burnt out vehicles being abandoned and use by off road motorbikes. The installation of any barrier would be unlawful as the road was a by-way with access to motor vehicles and covered by the Highways Act. Any change would require a Traffic Regulation Order.
832 – it was resolved that no official entertainment would be arranged following the Remembrance Day services.
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11
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 

City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following applications 
03438 - Little Owl Barn – single storey rear extension

03596 – Kiddal Quarry Farm – outline app to erect agricultural workers dwelling

03645 – The Cottage, Nanny Goat Lane – 5 bed det house with det double garge 

03780 – Stonegables 11c The Cross – single storey front extention & addition of 

bargeboards to roof & lintels over windows to front

03850 – Scholes Primary School – 2.4m high post & mesh perimeter fencing with

gates to school playing field

12
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
There were still overhanging trees/branches in Scholes Lane

Drains in Carrfield Road  & The Boyle still required unblocking
Road surface at junction of Leeds Road Elmwood Lane was bad (pot hole)

The phone number for all children’s A&E services at the playground needed amendment to Leeds General Infirmary
13
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.
14
DATES of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 20 September: Planning meeting (if necessary)

Mon 4 October : Planning 6.45, Open Forum 7.15 pm Parish Council 7.30

Mon 11 October : Barwick Playing Fields at Barwick Methodists (note rev dates)
Mon 18 October : Scholes Playing Fields at Scholes Pavilion, Belle Vue Road 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.36 pm
Signed







Chairman






 

4 October 2010
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Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes.

________________________________________________________________

Meeting on Mon 6 September 2010

There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm

There were continuing problems in relation to the bus service and Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson had prepared a letter to be circulated to residents in relation to the parking of vehicles which might obstruct the free flow of larger vehicles. A new bus timetable was now available covering all services through the Parish. 

A resident also highlighted parking problems at Wood Lane behind the War Memorial mainly at school collection and delivery times. The junction near to Satnams was also another difficult area.
A resident reported a number of road signs in Scholes Lane which were obstructed by branch and tree foliage.

The lack of facilities for teenagers was again mentioned (see minute above)

The area near to the Scout HQ in Rakehill Road bordering the back gardens of properties in Belle Vue Road was suggested although residents had complained and moved youngsters along. This area of land was in fact included in the revised Scout lease of 2004.
There was a clear need for a “youth shelter” and perhaps this might be included within the Scholes Lodge Farm proposals. 

Another possibility might be at the rear of the Scholes Library not required by the School under their proposals to erect a new fence around the field. 
