BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             3/2009
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

held on Monday 6 July 2009 at 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom

PRESENT :
   
Chairman :    Councillor Ben Hogan   




Councillors
Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth 






Norma Fletcher
George Hall








Claire Hassell
John Hayton








Gerry McDonough
Desma Thompson








John Tinker

Geoff Yapp




In attendance : 1 Barwick parishioner, 6 Scholes parishioners, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), PC Geoff Nottingham & PCSO Gaynor Duffy and the Parish Clerk

The Chairman opened the meeting by extending congratulations on behalf of the Parish Council and residents throughout the Parish to Councillor John Tinker on his MBE received in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours List. It was a well deserved honour in recognition of his outstanding service to the community in so many different areas.

1
APOLOGIES : Councillor David Leeming and Ward Councillor Ann Castle

2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST

Councillors Norma Fletcher & Desma Thompson for item 4.3 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route.  

Councillor Paul Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 4.2 

Councillor Geoff Yapp as relative of resident at Chapel Lane Lamp item 4.1

3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (2/2009) held on 1 June 2009 (93-95) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Street Lighting Issues : it was resolved to change the lamp standard at 21 The Cross to a heritage style lamp at cost with a request for credit in respect of the standard to be removed and used elsewhere.                             It was also agreed that a number of standard lamps required painting and a list would be prepared in order that costs could be agreed.                                  There had been problems with the siting of a new lamp at Scholes Lane which obscured the vehicle activation sign and arrangements were in hand to have the vas sign re-sited at no cost to the Parish Council.


4.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : correspondence had been exchanged with the developers in relation to the grass cutting which was far from satisfactory and a meeting in late July was planned in order to resolve the issue.


4.3   Penda’s Greenway :  there was no further news on this issue.
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4.4   The Sycamores : contact was still awaited from solicitors. 


4.5   Children’s Playground at Scholes : the Clerk had circulated details of the 4 quotations for new play equipment which had been received. It was resolved that a working party be formed with the inclusion of local residents in order to agree a final plan for confirmed costings and Councillors Fletcher, Thompson and Hall offered to serve. News of the application for grant funding from Outer NE Area Committee was awaited. It was resolved to expedite the stump grinding at a cost to be agreed in order to facilitate a tidy appearance for the roadside verge bordering the playground.


4.6   Parking at Satnams (Station Rd/Rakehill Rd) There was considerable concern at the parking problems in this area particularly having regard to the new bus route via Rakehill Road and it was agreed to refer the matter to Leeds City Highways department for advice as to how the issue could be resolved hopefully without recourse to double yellow lines being introduced.

It was also agreed that a meeting should be requested with Highways in order to resolve a number of issues in respect of maintenance throughout the Parish.

5
FINANCE

5.1   It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for June having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        

5.2   It was resolved that the invoices and list of payments for June to be made totalling £1,512.27 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Total receipts for June were £2,752.88

5.3   Councillor Yapp referred to the maintenance of Hall Tower Field where the grass was in need of cutting. Some areas had been strimmed but the mound was difficult and the best remedy was “sheep”. It was therefore resolved that payment (to be agreed) from the balance of the heritage grant would be made to the farmer in order to expedite the matter particularly prior to Britain in Bloom judging day on 10 August

5.4   It was resolved that the Financial Regulations which had been circulated were fit for purpose.

5.5   It was resolved that the Financial Risk Assessment having been circulated was fit for purpose. 

5.6   It was agreed that the Asset Register was in need of further attention and an update would be presented in due course.



6     
CRIME REPORT

PC Geoff Nottingham & PCSO Gaynor Duffy had to leave the meeting due to an urgent call out but had prepared a written report for June highlighting a bicycle & motor bike stolen in Barwick. In Scholes however, there were 11 incidents covering 1 Affray, 1 Assault, 2 Speeding 2 Criminal Damage, 2 Burglary (handbag & bicycle from paper boy) & 3 Theft including another bicycle. Bicycles seemed to be a target of late so residents should be watchful. Other worries continued to centre upon sneak in thefts and residents should again remember to lock their doors and windows. A Police Surgery would be held on Wed 5 August at Manor House, Scholes 10 am
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A list of local priorities had been identified for the Parish by Wetherby Police :

Speeding – to enhance the safety of pedestrians and other road users throughout the villages

Anti Social Behaviour - liaising with shop keepers and pub land lords to
prevent underage drinking, as well as confiscation of alcohol from under age
youths and preventing them disturbing the peace with their rowdy behaviour.
Farmwatch - maintaining a close contact with farming and rural
communities to prevent poaching activities and theft of farming equipment.

7
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (538-561) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

Item 541 referred to a public rights of way consultation exercise in respect of an alleged footpath running from Taylor Lane, Barwick. It was resolved to await further comment from Peter Taylor who organized our Parish Paths Volunteers. 

A late letter to the Chairman from resident Harry Booth requested permission to place a memorial seat at Belle Vue Avenue. It was agreed to consult the near neighbours as to their views following which approval from Leeds City Council would be required.

8
LEEDS FESTIVAL ARRANGEMENTS

There had been applications for 192 tickets for the Festival and a ballot had been conducted prior to the meeting by Councillors Birdsall, McDonough and Hassell to allocate 25 tickets for each village. Cheques would be returned to those unsuccessful in the ballot. 

9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meetings held on 15 June and earlier in the evening were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 8 applications ; Lime Tree Farm,    146 Leeds Rd,    Park House Farm,    7 Fieldhead Drive,    Land at Taylor Lane,    Park House Farm, Whinmoor Nook Farm and 41 Station Road.

10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

A complaint had been received in respect of the condition of Rakehill Road (Barwick end) and it was resolved to refer the matter to Leeds City Highways and to remind them of their promise to improve the Scholes end near to the Cricket Club and Scout hut.

11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

It was reported that the Coronation Tree seat was covered with sticky sap from the leaves and would cause damage to clothing for those sitting there upon.
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12
OTHER MATTERS

It was resolved that the Parish Council meeting scheduled for Monday 7 September would be held at the Scholes Methodist Hall on Main Street in order that the Outer NE Area Committee could use the Village Hall for an event similar to the one held at Barwick Village Hall. The cost would be £15. It would also provide an opportunity to see if the acoustics were better at that venue.

The Chairman referred to the magnificent displays at Barwick in Elmet’s recent Open Gardens displays and made reference to Scholes Open Gardens taking place on Sunday 12 July from 1pm till 5 pm

13
DATES of FUTURE MEETING

Mon 20 July 
Planning (7pm) later postponed

Mon 17 August
Planning (7pm) later postponed until 2 September

No Council meeting in August

Mon 7 Sept
Planning 7 pm,  Open Forum 7.15 pm 


Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm 


at Scholes Methodist Hall

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.40 pm

Signed







Chairman






 

7 September 2009


Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 

________________________________________________________________

At the OPEN FORUM held prior to the Parish Council meeting the following issues were raised.

Lime Tree Farm planning application – the Council had made observations with a recommendation that the applicant withdraw the current application and consider submitting a full planning application accompanied by comprehensive detail.

The poor acoustics at Scholes Village Hall was mentioned with a request for a different venue.

Mike Holliday enquired about arrangements for the Leeds Festival at the end of August

Andrew Nicholls referred to a development enforcement issue at Springfield in Taylor Lane, Scholes.

Mike Downes reported on a neighbourhood dispute where a wall had been knocked down at a property in Scholes causing distress to an elderly resident.
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