BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             4/2009
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING



held on Monday 7 Sept 2009 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall, Main Street

PRESENT :
           Councillors
Ben Hogan  (Chairman) 






Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth 






Norma Fletcher
George Hall








Claire Hassell
John Hayton








David Leeming
Gerry McDonough






Desma Thompson
John Tinker








Geoff Yapp




In attendance : Ward Councillor Ann Castle, 1 Barwick parishioner, 12 Scholes parishioners, PC Lai & PCSO Nottingham and the Parish Clerk

1
APOLOGIES : Ron Miller (Wetherby News)

2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST

Councillors Norma Fletcher & Desma Thompson for item 4.3 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route & Councillor Elsworth with family interests in a cycle shop. Councillor Hogan for planning as resident living at Elmete Croft.

Councillor Paul Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 4.2 

3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (3/2009) held on 6 July 2009 (96-99) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Street Lighting Issues : it was reported that the new lamp at Wood Lane, Scholes was in course of erection and that the lamp for the ginnel near Welfare Ave, Barwick was complete apart from painting. SEC had advised that the heritage lamp for 21 The Cross was on order.


4.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : a meeting on site with Leeds City officials and Developers was scheduled for Tues 22 Sept at 2 pm when various issues on grass cutting and maintenance would hopefully be resolved.


4.3   Penda’s Greenway :  there was no further news on this issue.


4.4   The Sycamores : The Clerk had sent copies of the s106 agreement to respective solicitors and receiver which would hopefully enable the transfer of land to be completed. 


4.5   Parking at Satnams (Station Rd/Rakehill Rd) There was nothing further to report and the Clerk was requested to contact Nick Burrows at Leeds City Council for any progress following the meeting held on site.
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4.6   The Chairman reported having received adverse feed back from various residents in connection with a proposed memorial bench requested by Harry Booth at Belle Vue Rd. It had therefore been agreed with Harry that he would sponsor a flower bed for Scholes In Bloom carrying a suitable plaque. 


4.7   The Leeds Festival traffic arrangements had worked extremely well and it was agreed to send a letter of congratulations and thanks to Harmony Blake. It was also suggested that each village should give thought to where the ticket receipts should be donated in order to advise Festival Republic.

5
FINANCE

5.1   It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for July/August having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        

5.2   It was resolved that the invoices and list of payments for July/Aug to be made totalling £3,846.57 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Total receipts for July/Aug were £2,093.34

5.3   Councillor Yapp referred to the Sycamores landscaped area where a tree and shrubs had died. It was resolved to cover the replacement cost of £120 

5.4   It was resolved to contribute £20 to Leeds City Council for an upgraded replacement for a road sign at Leeds Road in Barwick which had been damaged by vandals.

5.5   It was agreed to defer discussion on the latest quotation for Scholes Children’s Playground to a Finance meeting to be held on 28 September.

5.6   It was resolved to cover the cost of £80 for the Clerk’s CiLCA training course (Oct-March) with Yorks & Humber Reg Training Partnership covering 2 daytime seminars and email tutorials.




5.7   Councillor Yapp referred to the previous minute (5.3/97) relating to the sheep grazing in Hall Tower Field. It was resolved that £100 from the English Heritage maintenance grant would be paid once the sheep had completed their work.

6     
CRIME REPORT

PC May Lai and PCSO Geoff Nottingham presented the crime figures for August outlining incidents of 9 for Scholes including 5 cases of theft of garden tubs & plants for which 1 arrest had been made (2008-3). In Barwick there were 4 incidents including 3 burglary & 1 vehicle taken and an arrest made (2008-2).

Figures were later supplied for July – Scholes 8 (2008-?) including a cornfield set alight & cycles stolen, Barwick 6 (2008-6) including garden machinery, plant pots and cycles taken.

In answer to a question from the Police, Councillors advised that priorities should centre upon visible police presence whilst speeding was still a problem particularly in Station Road. The policing pledge targets for September were stated as (a) speeding (b) reducing burglaries (c) poaching & farm crime







101

7
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (561-601) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

571 – a request from allotment tenant Kevin Harrison to erect a greenhouse on  plot 26 was agreed subject to size as was a similar request from tenant Chris Swales for plot 30

575 – Councillor Hall raised the question of the Council’s response in respect of the Consultation on Strengthening of Communities and Councillor Fletcher agreed to look into the issues involved.

584 – a note from Councillor Hall in respect of no cold calling was felt should be highlighted in the next newsletter to see if residents would like the issue taken up as a by-law. 

587 – a report was received of motorized remote vehicles using Jack Heaps field which was somewhat dangerous and should not be allowed. 

A late item from Watson’s Amusements requested permission for the usual Fair at Jack Heaps field  from 12 – 20 October and this was agreed under the usual arrangements covering liability insurance and a fee of £350

Another late item from a resident highlighted the serious parking problems in Potterton Lane particularly at weddings. The Clerk had forwarded copies of the photographic evidence to the police and also the Church in the hope that they would request those responsible to be more considerate. 

Councillor Hassell raised the issue of storage of Parish documentation and the Clerk agreed to ascertain any legal requirements apart from statutory items (minutes & accounts etc) which were required to be retained indefinitely.

8
OPEN FORUM

The Clerk advised that from his CiLCA course he had learned that it was good practice to include the Open Forum within the Parish Council agenda albeit as an adjourned item at the early part of the meeting. However, it was resolved that the Parish Council’s current arrangement of holding the Open Forum prior to the meeting worked very well and should not be changed. 

9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meetings held on 2 September  and earlier in the evening were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 8 applications ; Miners Welfare Chapel Lane, 11 Potterton Lane,   3 Leeds Road, 12 Belle Vue Road, 10 Elmete Avenue, 46 Main Street, Barwick,    Land at Elmete House, Taylor Lane and 40a Station Road.

10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

There were pavements in need of attention at Leeds Rd and at Station Rd, Scholes. Potholes at 15 and 23 Station Rd. Signage in Scholes Lane was obscured by foliage. A lamp was out in Scholes Lane and the countdown signs on Leeds Rd leading to Stanks were missing. The VAS sign was inoperative.
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11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.

12
DATES of FUTURE MEETING

Mon 21 Sept 
Planning (7pm) if required

Mon 28 Sept
Finance & General purposes (7pm) – not 21 Sept

Mon 5 Oct
Planning 7 pm, Open Forum 7.15 pm Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom

Mon 12 Oct

Scholes Playing Fields at Scholes Sports Pav 7.30pm

Mon 19 Oct

Planning 7pm Barwick Playing Fields 7.30 at John Rylie 



Centre, Carrfield Road

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55 pm

Signed







Chairman






 

5 October 2009


Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 

________________________________________________________________

At the OPEN FORUM held prior to the Parish Council meeting the following issues were raised.

The new occupants camping on the area at Bog Lane introduced themselves advising that they had a 2 year tenancy and were keen to assure the PC that they were not gypsies. They regretted not being able to accommodate a request from the Scouts for camping facilities due to the large amount of broken glass under foot which was rather dangerous.

The owners of Storm hairdressers re-assured the PC that they were keen to improve the parking problems at their premises (40a) at the layby in Station Road.

Mick Downes referred to the bridge and other signs being obscured on Scholes Lane/Station Rd

The Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) was not working on Leeds Road approach to Scholes near to the Coronation Tree.

The parking situation at Satnams and the bus issues had been referred to the Police and residents had been interviewed but there was no further update.
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