BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             1/2009
MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

held on Monday 11 May 2009 at 8 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom
PRESENT :
   
Chairman : Councillor Ben Hogan   



Councillors
P Birdsall

N Fletcher


GE Hall

EC Hassell



J Hayton

D Leeming



J Tinker

G Yapp




In attendance : Helen Elsworth (Councillor elect), 1 Scholes Parishioner, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), PC Andy Katkowski and the Parish Clerk
1
ELECTION of CHAIRMAN : Councillor Leeming took the chair for this item. It was resolved that Councillor Ben Hogan be elected as chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing year and duly signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
2
ELECTION of VICE CHAIRMAN : It was resolved that Councillor David Leeming be elected as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing year.
3
APOLOGIES : Councillors Desma Thompson and Gerry McDonough and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
4
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST
Councillors Norma Fletcher & Desma Thompson for item 9.5 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route.  

Councillor Paul Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 9.4 
Councillor John Hayton as Chairman of Barwick Tennis Club for item 10.7

The Parish Clerk as Chairman of Barwick Cricket Club for item 10.7
5
CO-OPTION of NEW COUNCILLOR : It was resolved that Mrs Helen Elsworth be co-opted to the Parish Council as ward member for Barwick in Elmet to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Councillor Ken Shutt.
6
APPOINTMENT of COUNCILLORS to various COMMITTEES : The list of Committees and appointments thereto had been circulated (as per list attached) and it was resolved they be approved en bloc.
7
APPOINTMENT of CLERK as RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER

It was resolved that the Clerk be appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) to the Parish Council. 

8   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (11/2008) held on 6 April 2009 (84-87) having been circulated, be approved and signed.
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9
MATTERS ARISING
9.1   Street Lighting Issues : it was felt that the 3 lamp posts at The Cross & Potterton Lane outside the Church should be upgraded to heritage style. The Clerk had spoken with Alan Brummitt (SEC) who advised there would be a significant cost to upgrade the poles which were not strong enough for the heritage lamps. It was agreed to refer the matter to Rachael Procter who might be able to assist. SEC had also advised that the ginnel adjacent to Jack Heaps Field was unadopted and therefore outside their control. It was agreed to approach Leeds City Council for guidance on ownership of the ginnel. The additional light for Wood Lane was also now overdue. Scholes Lane was in a different zone and would not be upgraded at the present time and again the assistance of LCC would be sought. Mention was also made of the heritage lamp near to the Coronation Tree.  
9.2   Traffic Calming Measures for Long Lane : The Clerk had circulated the detailed volume and speed results from the recent “bins” survey which showed that a large number of vehicles were exceeding the speed limit. However, Leeds City Highways did not regard the situation as requiring further action. There were instances of speeds in excess of 80 mph recorded possibly by motor cycles and the Clerk had referred this to Insp.Griffiths at Wetherby but the Police were unable to devote resources to this occasional issue. 

9.3  : Children’s Playground at Scholes : the Clerk presented a “visual” with quotation from one supplier and was awaiting two further designs/quotes. The application for funding from the Outer NE Area Committee would be considered in the next month or two.

9.4   : Scholes Lodge Farm : a meeting had been held on site with contractors and LCC officials when various agreements were reached in relation to the maintenance of the area leading to the hand over to the Parish Council in May 2010. The position would obviously be monitored

9.5   Penda’s Greenway : a report from Councillor McDonough had been circulated in his absence and further developments were awaited. 
9.6   Leeds Festival : a meeting was scheduled for 13 May with Harmony Blake from Festival Republic who were the organizers of the Festival to discuss traffic and ticket arrangements.
9.7   Sycamores Frontage : The Clerk advised that he had made contact with the Council’s solicitors Sarah Temple of Lee & Priestley LLP who would be in touch with the Receiver’s solicitors in order to effect the transfer of land.

9.8   Barwick Garage Forecourt : Councillor Tinker had spoken with the proprietor who had explained that it was a working garage where old vehicles were used for spare parts. The proprietor had been very helpful in allowing a charity bus to be parked at the garage whilst a new parking arrangement for it was found. The Clerk had noted that the forecourt was left in a very tidy state when the garage was closed in the evenings.
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10
FINANCE
10.1     It was resolved that the internally audited accounts for the year ended 31 March 2009 having been circulated be approved for submission to the external auditors Mazars and for publication (subject to audit) in the Parish newsletter.
10.2
It was resolved to approve the Annual Audit Return as circulated for submission to Mazars.
10.3     It was resolved to accept the internal audit report having been circulated and further supported by in house auditor Councillor Leeming. 
10.4
It was resolved to re-appoint the internal auditor Mrs Janet Bennett of Yorkshire Internal Audit Services for the ensuing year.
10.5
It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for April having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        
10.6   It was resolved that the invoices and list of payments for April to be made totalling £6,079.55 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes.


10.7
It was resolved that the annual rents for Sports Clubs (£75), Allotments (£10) and Village Hall (£5) would remain unchanged for the coming year.
10.8
The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 28 April were received and noted. It was resolved to accept the recommendation to make a contribution of £1,000 towards the cost of repairing the All Saints’ Church retaining wall on Aberford Road subject to sight of the contractors invoice.

10.9
A copy of the Council’s Financial Regulations had been circulated and it was agreed that these be considered for review at the June meeting of the Council.

10.10
A copy of the Council’s Financial Risk Assessment had been circulated and it was agreed that this be considered for review at the June meeting of the Council.

10.11
A copy of the Council’s Asset Register had been circulated and it was agreed that this be considered for review at the June meeting of the Council.




11     
CRIME REPORT
Taken earlier in the meeting. The crime report for the year to 1 April 2009 was presented by PC Andy Katkowski as follows (previous years figures in brackets)

Assault  7 (16), Burglary Dwelling 27 (13), Burglary Other 26 (15), Criminal Damage 16 (15), Theft From Motor Vehicle 9 (3), Theft 16 (13), Taking Of Motor Vehicle 1 (3) – totals 102 (78)
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Of the burglary dwelling 12 instances were included where entry was through insecure doors & windows whilst 9 were caused through snapping of the lock barrel. Other burglary offences on sheds and outbuildings could have been prevented with better locks. Property could be marked with ultra violet pens which had been distributed throughout the Parish. Anti Social Behaviour was generally low. A “farm watch” had been set up to eliminate this area of crime and had met with some success with 30 persons apprehended. The important message was to keep doors and windows locked.
12   
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (506-524) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 
13
OTHER MATTERS
13.1 
The minutes of the Scholes Playing Fields Committee meeting held on 28 April were received and noted.
13.2  
The minutes of the Barwick in Elmet Playing Fields & Allotments Committee held on 27 April were received and noted.
13.3
Scholes Village Players : Councillor Fletcher reported on the application for grant funding for the Scholes Village Players Storage Facility which was much in need of repair. (a former war time nissen hut). It was resolved that a grant of £1,000 be offered subject to them raising the balance of funds required.
13.4
It was resolved that additional Christmas Lights should be ordered for Station Road near to the War Memorial with the exact location to be agreed with Leeds Lights.
13.5
Standing Orders : it was resolved that the Council’s Standing Orders as circulated be approved as fit for purpose for the ensuing year.
14
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 4 applications  

43 Nook Road ; 6 Lyndhurst Road ; 12 Belle Vue Road ; 3 Arthursdale Close
15
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
The referrals list had been circulated and there no additions.
16
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns
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17
DATES of FUTURE MEETING
Mon 18 May 
Planning meeting (subsequently cancelled)
Mon 1 June
Planning 7 pm  Open Forum 7.15 pm Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm at Scholes Village Hall
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.25 pm
Signed






Chairman






 
1 June 2009

Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 
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