BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             6/2009
MINUTES of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING      DRAFT subject to confirmation
held on Monday 2 November 2009 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Village Hall

PRESENT :
           Councillors
Ben Hogan  (Chairman) 






Paul Birdsall

Helen Elsworth 






Norma Fletcher
George Hall








Claire Hassell
John Hayton








David Leeming
Gerry McDonough






Desma Thompson
John Tinker








Geoff Yapp




In attendance : Ward Councillor Ann Castle, 5 Scholes parishioners, PCSO Dan Sillers, Ron Miller (Wetherby News) and the Parish Clerk

The Chairman opened the meeting by apologizing for not having recorded previously the Council’s congratulations and thanks to “Barwick in Bloom” on their success in winning a GOLD MEDAL in the “Britain in Bloom” competition which was a wonderful achievement. He requested that the Council’s thanks and appreciation be conveyed to all those concerned and particularly to Frank Noble on his RHS Community Champion Award .

1
APOLOGIES : none

2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST

Councillors Fletcher & Thompson for item 4.3 as residents owning property adjoining the proposed route & Councillor Elsworth with family interests in a cycle shop. Councillor Birdsall as resident adjacent to Scholes Lodge Farm for item 4.2 

Councillor Tinker in respect of item 9 planning application for 19 Chapel Lane.

3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (5/2009) held on 5 October 2009 (104-107) having been circulated, be approved and signed. 

4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   Street Lighting Issues : the old lamp standards remaining in Belle Vue Rd, Oaklea Rd & Grange Court would shortly be replaced. News was still awaited in respect of the heritage replacement for 21 The Cross, Barwick. The hanging basket brackets appeared to have been missed on the new heritage lamp at the Scholes War Memorial and the Clerk would make enquiries.


4.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : Councillor Hall had circulated a comprehensive report in relation to the outstanding issues concerning the condition (grass & weeds) of the field with copy also sent to the Developers.


4.3   Penda’s Greenway :  Councillor McDonough was attending a meeting along with the Chairman when further progress would be discussed.


4.4   The Sycamores : The Clerk had emailed the Parish Council’s solicitor along with the Receivers in an effort to progress this matter.
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4.5   Parking at Satnams (Station Rd/Rakehill Rd) Contact was still awaited from Leeds City Council officials. The delay was due to staff sickness. The assistance of Ward Councillor Ann Castle had been requested in progressing this matter.

5
FINANCE

5.1   It was resolved that the financial reconciliations for October having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes        

5.2   It was resolved that the invoices and list of payments for October to be made totalling £6,587.15 having been circulated be approved and a copy of which is attached to these minutes. Total receipts for October were £779.57        It was also resolved that the payment to Leeds City Council for Xmas Lights at All Saints’ Church be approved in the sum of £1,651.40 plus vat (ref.minute 5.5/105)

5.3   A grant application from Barwick Bowling Club was considered for a contribution for replacement of their mower which had reached the end of its useful life. It was resolved to grant £1,000 on condition that the balance of moneys required was available for the purchase prior to the year end.

6     
CRIME REPORT

The crime report was taken earlier in the meeting to enable PCSO Dan Sillers to attend to pressing duties relating to Bonfire Night. He presented the report for October highlighting 9 incidents in Barwick (Electrical equipment, alcohol, bike, wallet stolen, car & bus window broken, crops damaged and noise nuisance x2) and 5 in Scholes (Computer & motor bike stolen, car taken, domestic dispute & damage to garage roof). Previous October figures were Barwick 9 & Scholes 9.

There was a warning for fireworks misuse especially by those under 18 who would be arrested. Trading Standards officers would be monitoring retailers.

Further advice was given to keep doors & windows secure and to leave lights on with the nights drawing in. Any suspicious activity should be reported to Police.

In respect of the Barwick Fair there had been some unruly behaviour mainly due to alcohol and the police had attended. 

7
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (637-659) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated.

639 – the Clerk had responded to resident Steven Green of 10 Elmete Avenue who had requested copies of planning minutes and reference numbers
647 – a lamp post in Nook Road had been painted green and the matter referred to SEC for their attention.

649 – Councillor Hall and the Clerk had attended the Parish & Town Council Annual Forum where the annual review had been approved for submission to Leeds City Council.

654 – A response had been received from Inspector Marcus Griffiths in respect of the recent staff changes within the division.






659 – Councillor Hall had requested a meeting with Leeds City Council Conservation Officer Matthew Bentley to discuss Conservation issues in both villages. 
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8
OTHER MATTERS


8.1   a letter had been received from BT asking if the Council would like to adopt the red telephone kiosk in Scholes but it was not at the Post Office. It was later established that there was indeed a red kiosk in Main Street – the matter would be re-considered at the December Council meeting.


8.2   It was resolved that the Chairman and Clerk with their Ladies should entertain the West Yorkshire Deputy Lieutenant and his Wife to lunch following the Remembrance Day Services at both villages. 


8.3   It was resolved that the level of donation to and purchase of wreaths from the Royal British Legion should be increased to £100 

8.4.1   A letter had been sent to the Church Warden asking for views on the proposal to erect a basket ball net for the young persons at St.Philip’s Church in Scholes. The alternative site was at the Cricket Club ground in Rakehill Road and costings for the net were requested.

8.4.2   It was noted that the sanctions imposed upon Scholes Cricket Club by the Wetherby Cricket League had been substantially reduced and thanks had been received for the Parish Council’s support.


8.4.3   The Clerk had referred to the football sports lease at Scholes and confirmed that the responsibility for cutting of hedges was in the hands of the football section. 


8.5.1   It was resolved to accept the Clerk’s request for expenditure of approximately £150 in respect of allotment maintenance. A number of plots were in need of attention and possible re-allocation to those on the waiting list.


8.5.2   The Clerk had established that the Parish Council’s ownership of the Verity Strip terminated at the gate to the football field. This left an area of ownership unresolved. It was therefore agreed that the Clerk should request the Bank to release all deeds held by them in order for this issue to be resolved. It would also enable a list of items to be prepared for future reference.


8.6   It was resolved that timings of Planning Committee meetings should be adjusted in the light of business to be transacted in order that sufficient time was available for proper consideration of planning applications.
9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meetings held on 19 October and 2 November were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following 6 applications 

Read Caravans, York Rd –  ref 04118 - detached single storey building – unacceptable development in green belt 

Kirktowers, Elmwood La – ref 04213 - first floor side ext & pitched roof – no obj

33 Main St, Scholes – ref 04133 - single/two storey side/rear/front ext – no obj
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Hayes Garden World – ref 04247 - re-cladding & re-roofing – strong support

10 Elmete Ave  - ref 09/01168 & 03138 - minor adjustments and request for minutes – nothing to add to previous response with strong objections

19 Chapel Lane –  ref 04614 - detached double garage to rear – no objection

10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS

There was concern that no action had been taken in respect of the dangerous pavement in Scholes Lane where fencing was required to prevent residents falling into the unguarded beck especially during the dark hours. The Clerk would refer again to Highways. 

There were still a number of drains which required cleaning by the mechanical elephant. The railway bridge at Station Rd/Scholes Lane was in need of painting.

11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.

12
DATES of FUTURE MEETING

Mon 16 Nov

Planning 7 pm at Chessingham, Elmwood Lane

Mon 23 Nov

Finance & General Purposes 7.30 pm at Chessingham

Mon 7 Dec

Planning 7, Open Forum 7.15, Council 7.30 Barwick Meth




It was later agreed for the Council to convene at 6.30 pm in 



order to meet Leeds City Conservation and Planning officers

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.55 pm

Signed







Chairman






 

7 December 2009


Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes. 

________________________________________________________________

At the OPEN FORUM held prior to the Parish Council meeting the following issues were raised.

The Chairman gave an update on the issues from the October meeting.

Councillor Hall advised that the tarmac area around the Scholes War Memorial would shortly be upgraded.

It appeared that the new heritage lamp near to the War Memorial was missing the hanging basket fitments.

Concern was expressed on the parking of cars on the grass verges near to the Scholes Post Offices and which caused damage to the water supply stop cocks situated underneath. It was agreed to check on the responsibility for repairs in the case of such damage and to put a note in the next newsletter.
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