BARWICK in ELMET & SCHOLES PARISH COUNCIL             10/2010
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING     

                             
held on Monday 4 April 2011 at 7.30 pm at Scholes Methodist Hall
PRESENT :
           Councillor
Ben Hogan (Chairman)  




Councillors 
Neil Beaumont
Helen Elsworth






Norma Fletcher
George Hall







Claire Hassell
David Leeming






Gerry McDonough
Desma Thompson 






John Tinker

Geoff Yapp


In attendance :  8 Scholes residents, Ward Councillor Matthew Robinson, Councillor elect Andrew Glyn-Mills, Ron Miller (Wetherby News), PCSO Jennifer Cornes and the Parish Clerk.
The Chairman welcomed Andrew Glyn-Mills who would be joining the Parish Council following his election in place of John Tinker. A welcome was also extended to PCSO Jennifer Cornes who was attending her first meeting. 
1
APOLOGIES : Councillor Paul Birdsall and Ward Councillor Ann Castle
2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL INTEREST – Councillor Hassell and the Clerk for item 5.7 as allotment tenants
3   
 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (9/2010) held on 7 March 2011 (166-169) having been circulated, be approved and signed
4
MATTERS ARISING

4.1   New lease for Scholes children’s playground : the Clerk was still awaiting contact from Leeds City Council
4.2   Scholes Lodge Farm : Councillor Hall reported that the legal transfer of the land had now been completed and that a Public meeting would be held at St.Philip’s Church on Thurs 28 April for which a flyer had been printed for circulation to all residents in the Parish in order to gauge the feelings as to the use of the field. Contractors for the access and fencing contracts had been requested to commence work as soon as possible. 
 4.3   Low Bridge signs for Long Lane : notification had been received from Highways of an alternative proposal to position the signs nearer to the golf club and an email had been sent expressing appreciation for their co-operation and understanding.  
4.4   Bus Shelter at Main Street, Barwick : Councillor Tinker advised that the resident concerned had expressed the view he would not be willing for the bus shelter to be positioned on his land.

4.5   Parish Plan & Village Design Statements : the Clerk had met with David Gluck who confirmed that grant applications would now be prepared for submission by the Parish Council. This work would be at risk to Ruralis & Communitask until grant funding had been secured.
4.6   Thorner Lane Cemetery : the issue had been called in by Leeds City Scrutiny Board which was meeting on the following day. Councillor Hall would be representing the Parish Council to outline our position.
4.7   Scholes Library & emails : this matter had also been referred to the Scrutiny Board when Councillor Hall would again make representations. A decision was expected at the end of May.
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5
FINANCE

5.1   It was resolved that the cash book & bank reconciliation statements for March having been circulated be approved.        

5.2   It was resolved that invoices and list of payments for March to be made totaling £1250.87 having been circulated be approved. Receipts for March were £6.87. One late cheque had been drawn in respect of postages as the rates were due to increase and this would cover postages expenditure for 12+ months.

5.3  The budget monitor for the year to 31 March 2011 had been circulated along with year end receipts and payments account and analysis..

5.4 A budget monitor for the new year showing balances brought forward with revised budget figures was approved. An adjustment had been made following water meter readings for Scholes resulting in an overpayment of £200 which would be refunded later in April. Receipts from sports rents would correspondingly be reduced.

5.5   It was resolved that the recommendation of the F&GP committee for a loan of £200 to Scholes Show be approved.


5.6   It was resolved that the recommendation of the F&GP committee for a grant of £500 to Scholes Methodist Church be approved.

5.7   It was resolved that the recommendation of the F&GP committee to increase allotment rents by £2.50 to £12.50 for 2011-12 and another £2.50 to £15 for the following year be approved to cover the additional costs being incurred in maintaining the allotment facility.


5.8   The minutes of the Finance & General Purposes committee held on 28 March were received and noted.


5.9   It was resolved that the mandate with Barclays Bank be amended to include Councillor Geoff Yapp as a signatory following the retirement of Councillor Tinker.

6.1
Barwick Children’s Playground : Quotations for the refurbishment of the playground were expected over the next two weeks and which would be circulated in order that a grant application could be lodged by the deadline in May
6.2
MUGA pitch and youth shelter : Estimates and designs were awaited and would be circulated prior to the May meeting. There was concern in respect of the siting of the Youth Shelter and this would need to be discussed with neighbours. A temporary shelter might be more appropriate in case it needed to be dismantled in the event of vandalism. Consultation with teenage schoolchildren was also felt to be appropriate.
6.3
Chapel Lane/School drive : Checks with the Land Registry had shown that the land was unregistered and it was agreed to await a report including costs from legal advisers as to how to proceed with the voluntary registration of this and other Parish Council land with the Land Registry.

6.4
Morwick Grove land : It was agreed that the Parish Council could not and would not be interested in claiming this grassed area bordering school property at Morwick Grove. (see Open Forum notes)
6.5
Parish Elections : the Clerk reported that 6 nominations had been received for each village and therefore no election would be necessary on 5 May.

6.6
Councillor Paul Birdsall : It was resolved that pursuant to secton 85(1) of the LGA 1972 the Parish Council grant leave of absence to Councillor Paul Birdsall for an unspecified period on medical grounds following his 3 month absence.
6.7
Chairman’s Annual Report : a copy of the report was circulated with a request for comments to the Chairman as soon as possible in order that the newsletter could be printed before the Easter break.
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6.8
Leeds Festival at Bramham Park : ticket application forms had been circulated and would be available from Satnams, Virdi Stores and Barwick Post Office and via the web site. A letter to residents from Melvin Benn of Festival Republic would be included within the newsletter for which they would make a financial contribution.

6.9
Jack Heaps Field : It was resolved that the estimate for repointing and repairs to the retaining wall in Welfare Avenue be approved in the sum of £150 

7
CRIME REPORT

It was resolved that the crime report be taken earlier in the meeting in order to release PCSO Cornes for other more pressing duties. She presented the March report which highlighted 8 incidents
Barwick 3  -  persons unknown entered stables and caused damage to external light to disable, suspects then attempt to gain entry to steel container containing horse riding equipment, suspects disturbed by complainant and chased off, damage caused to lock : persons unknown gain entry to farm yard by 
climbing over fence, offenders gain entry to portacabin believed by using bodily force, climb in, untidy search nothing taken, whilst in yard force lock on free standing diesel tank and diesel removed, also force door on landrover untidy search nothing taken, make off unseen : Persons unknown approach dwelling and using jemmy or similar to force top transom window leading to bathroom entry gained, full untidy search carried out items taken, egress by means of french doors after finding keys, make good escape unseen.                             
Scholes 5 – theft from shop where person removes approx 40 yankee candles and makes off without attempting to pay for items : person enters garden centre and places candles under jacket and makes off with no attempt to pay for items : complainant leaves mobile phone on outside windowsill whilst cleaning car, goes inside house and on return found phone missing : suspect is seen in communal garage in company with other youths, suspect attempts to run off but is detained by police, quantity of drugs are found on person who is arrested : suspect approaches side of dwelling and throws brick at house causing living room window to smash, suspect makes off in dark coloured vehicle
There was further unreported crime at the Jones development at Elmwood Lane where a secure steel cabin was forced and keys taken to a number of houses due for occupation.




It was re-emphasised that everyone needed to maintain vigilance & to secure premises at all times even when at home. Doors & windows should be kept locked at all times and keys put in a safe place & out of sight. 
8
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk presented the list of correspondence (960-991) received since the last meeting details of which had been previously circulated. 
966 – it was agreed to write a letter of thanks to Sarah Hallewell following her reassignment with Leeds City Council as she had been very helpful to the Parish Council in her role as Community Planner. 

978 – it was agreed that Councillor Hassell would make enquiries in relation to Bloom Awards with a view to nominating a deserving member of the community if appropriate. 
986 – the order for two removable and lockable bollards for use at the new vehicular access at Scholes Lodge Farm on Leeds Road was re-affirmed in the sum of £486
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989 – the draft response by Councillor Hall to the consultation on City Centre Commuter Parking Policy was approved. 
992 – a letter from the City Council was received seeking written support for the Leeds Bid for Host City Status at the 2013 Rugby League World Cup and it was agreed to submit a letter of support.    
993 – the Chairman had received an invitation for all Councillors to attend the Scholes Primary School on 28 April at 2 pm for the Royal Wedding celebrations
994 -  acknowledgement had been received from West Yorkshire NHS in respect of the Parish Council’s firm opposition to the application for pharmacies at Main Street, Barwick  
9
PLANNING

The Parish Council considered and approved the recommendations of the 

Planning Committee with regard to the planning applications forwarded by Leeds 

City Council Development Department which had been previously circulated to Councillors. The decisions taken at the meeting held earlier were confirmed and are as set out on the attached schedule in relation to the following applications 
00962 – 3 Richmondfield Ave – single storey front extension

00960 – Lake View Potterton Hall – single storey rear extension

01044 -  15 Nook Road – 2 storey side extension  

01030 – 18 The Approach – part 2 storey, part single storey side and front ext
01100 -  1a Fieldhead Drive – first floor rear extension

01117 -  Brickpond Farm – detached triple garage




10
REFERRALS TO LEEDS CITY COUNCIL & OTHERS
A number of referrals had been made during the month including the inactive vehicle activation sign. Footpath repairs were required at Aberford Road and pot hole repairs at the Coronation Tree and Oaklea Road junction with Station Road plus a metal grate near to Green Court. 
11
RISK ASSESSMENT RETURNS 

There were no risk assessment returns other than as listed above.
12
RETIREMENT of COUNCILLOR JOHN TINKER
The Chairman paid tribute to John Tinker for his outstanding contribution to Parish Council affairs over a period of more than 15 years following his retirement at the forthcoming elections. He had served as Chairman for two periods and had been a tower of strength with his experience of Council workings and the many contacts he had made. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to him with best wishes for his future health and that of his wife Pauline.
13
DATES of FUTURE MEETING          
Mon 11 April Barwick Playing Fields & Allotments  - note change of date

Mon 18 April Scholes Playing Fields – note change of date            
Mon 9 May Annual Parish meeting 7 pm followed by Annual Parish Council meeting 8 pm at Barwick Methodist Schoolroom 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45 pm

Signed







Chairman






 

9 May 2011

Members are reminded that they should review and update their 

Register of Interests and advise the Clerk of any changes.
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There was an OPEN FORUM meeting at 7.15 pm on Mon 4 April 2011
The Chairman reported on the issues raised at the March meeting.
Peter and Sylvia Snowdon from Morwick Grove raised the issue of the grassed area of land outside of their house. Leeds City denied ownership although they had attended to trees at various times. The Parish Council had established that the land did not appear on the Land Registry. The PC also confirmed that they had no interest in acquiring the land. An access pathway had been created by the school without authority. Peter Snowdon had attended to the dangerous tree in order to safeguard children using the pathway. It was left for the Snowdon’s to take the matter forward in order to resolve the ownership issue.

There was a query in respect of a trial re-cycling system in Scholes but details were unknown.

Comment was made that the shops on Station Road were very untidy and were a disgrace to the village – a far cry from the situation of years ago. Contributory factors were the building site opposite and the gas piping renewals throughout the village which were causing parking and traffic congestion further complicated by temporary bus stops.
The development on Station Road was also causing problems in respect of heavy weight deliveries with lorries contravening the 18 ton limit over the nearby bridge as well as adding to the parking difficulties. 
